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PROCEEDINGS

e o« o Pursuant to notice, the regular
monthly meeting of Louisiana Wildlife and'Fishet;
ies Commission convened at 10}00 o'clock a.m. on
Tuesday, October 30, 1979, in Room 102, Wildlife-
and Fisheries Building, 400 Royal Street, New
Orleans, Louisiana, Doyle G. Bétry, Chairman,
presiding.

PRESENT WERE:

DOYLE G. BERRY, Chairman
J. C.:-FARRELLY Membér
J. C. GILBERT, Member

H. CLAY LUTTRELL, Member
CHARLES A, RIGGS, Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Secretary

1. Approval of minutes of September 25, 1979,

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT

2. Reéuest for renewal of permit from T, L,
James & Co. to remove fill material from
the beds or waterbottoms of the Missis-

sippi River between Mile 60.0 AHP to

~

(6)

(8)
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3.

4.

S.

6.

Mile 62.0 AHP.

Request for renewal of permit from T, L.

James & Company to remove fill material
from the Mississippi River between

Mile 150.5 AHP and 152.0 AHP.

Request for renewal of permit from T, L.

James & Company to remove fill material
from the beds or waterbottoms of the
Mississippi River between Mile 102 AHP

to Mile 103.5 AHP.

Request for renewal of permit from T, L,

James & Coﬁpany to remove f£ill material
from the beds or waterbottoms of the
Mississipp& River between Miles 116 and
117, opposite Levee Stations 5896 to
6008 in the Pontchartrain Levee District,

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana.

Request for renewal of permit from T, L,

James & Company to pump sand fill from

the Mississippi River, Jefferson Parish at

Mile 108 AHP, along the left bank be-
tween Levee Stations 6348 and 6415, near

Harahan, Louisiana.

(8)

(o)

(10)

(11)
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7. Request for renewal of permit from T, L, (13
James & Company to pump sand fill from
the Mississippi River, between Mile 86.8
and Mile 87.35 near Meraux, St. Bernard
Parish, Louisiana. |

8. Request for a permit to remove sand from:the (14
Atchafalaya River, M, P. 55 to‘M. P. 61,
by J & J Sand Pit Company.

9, Request for renewal of permit from Charles H. |(17
La&rence, Jr., to remove fill from the
Mississippi River bétween.Mile 406.0 and
Mile 417.0 AHP, along the Togo Island .
Bar and adjaceant to land owned'by the
applicant.

10, ‘Request for renewal of permit from Louigiana (18)
Materials Company, Inc. to remove fill

material from the Mississippi River at

.

Mile Posts 177 through 181 (Point‘barrow)

MR. KENNETH SMITH

11. Report on dedication of Toledo Bend Facility. [(27)

MR, ALLAN ENSMINGER

12, Report on recent alligator season. (29)

OTHER BUSINESS
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13. Consideration of deer management research
program for selective harvest purposes}
14, Representative group from deer hunting Area
| IV to discuss still hunting area.
15. Discussion of use of steel shot on feder?l
refuges. o
16. Discussion of oyster lease fees and sufvey

fees.

17. Set date for November and December meetings.

NOTE: The following items not on the printed
agénda were also considered:
Coastél Energy impact Program funds,
Discussion re closure of Hackberry Bay
and certain other areas to oyster
fisﬁing.

ADJOURNMENT

(32)

(39)

(59)

(69)

K170

(20

(17¢

(18¢
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CHAIRMAN BERRY: Good morning. We will
call the meeting to order. We are glad to have
such a good turnout this morning. I take it we
are going to talk about oysters this morﬁing; 1
see they brought the heavyweight along with them
again, | |

The first‘item on the agenda this morn-
ing is approval of the minutes of the September 25
meeting. Do I have a motion?

MR. LUTTRELL: So move.

ﬁR. RIGGS: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motioﬁ and a
second. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye,

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response)
So ordered.
I believé, Harry Schafer, you are going
to take Dr. St. Amant's place this morning. |
MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, we have
a bunch of renewal requests for fill materials.
The first one is from T, L, James in the Mississippi

River around Mile 60 for renewal, They have met

[
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all the requirement of the permit and we would
recommend‘chat this be renewed for a year at the
royalty rate of ten cents a cubic yard.
MR, LUTTRELL: I so move.
MR, FARRELLY: I will second that,
THE-  CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So. ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to T.AL. JAMES & CO, to
remove fill material from the
Mississippi River, between Mile 6Q.0
AHP to Mile 62.0 AHP, for a period of
one year from October 30, 1979 to

October 30, 1980, at a royalty rate
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of ten cents per cubic yard.
MR. SCHAFER: The next item is also from
T. L. James for renewal of a permit for £fill mater-
ial in the Mississippi River around Mile 150.5 to
152.0 AHP. They have met all the.requirements of
their_pérmit and we would recommend that this be
extended for a year at the royalty rate of fen
cents a cubic yard. |
MR, LUTTRELL: So move.
MR, RIGGS: Secbnd.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye..
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)
So ordered. |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a paft of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-

mission to T. L, JAMES & CO, to

/
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remove fill material from the Missis-

sippi River between Mile 150.5 AHP

and 152,0 AHP, for a period of one

year from October 30, 1979 to

October 30, 1980, at a royalty rate

of ten cents per cubic yard.

MR, SCHAFER: Again, T, L. James is re-

questing a renewal of a permit in the Mississippi

River at Mile 102 AHP to
met all the requirements
would recommend that the
year at the royalty rate
THE CHAIRMAN:
mendation, Do we-have a
MR. FARRELLY:
MR. LUTTRELL:
THE CHAiRMAN:

second., All in favorséy

Mile 103.5 AHP. They have
for the past year and we
permit Se reneéed for one
of ten cents a cubic yard.|
You have heard the recom-
motion?

So move,

Second.

We have a motion and a

aye.

IN UNISON: Avye.

THE CHAIRMAN:

*

Any opposed?

(No response)

So ordered.

(The full text of the

[]
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10

resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
‘Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to T, L., JAMES & CO. to
remove fill material from the
Mississippi River, between Mile 102
AHP to Mile 103.5 AHP, for a period
of one year from October 30, 1979 to
October 30, 1980, at a royalty raté
of ten cents per cubic yard.
MR, SCHAFER; Item 5 is again from T, L.
James, requesting a renewal of a permit in the
Missiésippi River at Mile 116 to Mile 117. They
have ﬁet all the requirements of the past permit
aﬁd we would recommend that this be extended for
a year at the royalty rate of-ten cents a cubic
yard., |
| MR, FARRELLY: Move.
MR, LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a

~second. All in favor say aye.

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

So ordered.

a part of the record.

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to T. L., JAMES & CO. to
remove fill material from the
Mississippi River, between Mile 116
and 117, opposite Levee Stations 5896
and 6008 in the Pontchartrain Levee
Discrict; St. Charles Parish, Louisiana,
for a ﬁeriod of one year from October 30,
1979';0 October 30; 1980, at a royalty
rate of ten cents per cubic yard. |

THE CHAIRMAN: This is T. L. James'

1 believe.

(The full text of the

resolution is here made

)

day,

MR. SCHAFER: Yes, Item 6 is again T. L,

. James in Jefferson Parish at the Mississippi River

[ . )
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Mile 108 AHP. They have met all the‘requirements
for the permit this past year and we would recom-
mend the renewal of one year at the royalty rate

of ten cents a cubic yard.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have he#éd
the recommendation. We need a motion.

MR, LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR. GILBERT: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved and seconded. All
in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any 0ppo§ed?

(No response)
So ordered.

(The full text of the

— -resolution is here made
a part of the recofd.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fishéries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to T, L, JAMES & CO. to
remove sand‘fill from the Mississippi

River, Jefferson Parish, at Mile 108 AHP,

[-]
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along the left bank between Levee
Stations 6348 and 6415, near Harahan,
Louisiana, for a period of one year
from October 30, 1979 to October 30,
1980, at a royalty rate of ten cents
per cubic yard.
MR, SCHAFER: The next one is T, L,
James also and it is the MississippivRiver at .
Mile 86.8 to Mile 87.35. They have met all the.
requirements of the permit this past year and we
would recommend a year's extension at the royalty
rate of ten cents a cubic.yard.
- THE CHAIRMAN: May I have a motion?
MR. LUTTRELL: I will so move.
MR, FARRELLY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: .Any opposed?
(ﬁo response) |
Motion carfied.
(The full text of the

resolution is here made

9
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a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries )
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to T, L. JAMES & CO. to
remove sand fill from the Mississippi
River, between Mile 86.8 and 87.35
near Meraux, St., Bernard Parish,
Louisiana, for a period of one year
from October 30, 1979 to October 30,
1980, at a royalty rate of ten cents
per cubic yard.
| MR. SCHAFER: The next one is a feduest
for a new permit to remove sand from the AtchafalayL
River at Mile Post 55 and Mile Post 61. This is-
from J & J Sand Pit Company. ~They will be removing
it and moving it down river and theﬁ trucking it
out. They have complied with all the rules and
regulations in submitting the application and it
is recommended that we issue a permit for a one-
year period at the royalty rate of ten cents a

cubic yard.

MR, LUTTRELL: Mr. Schafer, the ones

o‘a‘og
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preceding this have been ones for renewal and the
performance by T. L, James has been very satis-
factory. I am sure that you have checked this
man's ability to perform. On this No. 7, of coursd,
there is a reduest for a new permit. Has he been
checked out closelj? |

MR. SCHAFER: Mr., Luttrell, of course,
Dr. St. Amant handles this and he in his instruc-
tions to me said that they had met all the reduire-
ments and 1 would assume that this has been done.

MR, LUTTRELL: Then I so move.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: May I make a comment
on that briefly? Last week or week before last
when this was brought to my attention, I asked Doc
to do just what you mentioned, and he assured me
that he had checked it out and everything was in
order,

MR. LUTTRELL: Yes, I have no objection,
but being a new man, a new permit, it is a little
different from the ones above.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Luttrell, I will say
this. We who live in Berwick and Morgan City down

- the river are happy for anybody to take any of that

:
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out.

second.

MR.
THE
MR,
THE
MR,

THE

LUTTRELL:
CHAIRMAN:
LUTTRELL:
CﬁAIRMAN:
FARRELLY:

CHAIRMAN:

silt out of the river above us who will take it

I am sure of that.
Do we have a motion?
I moved.

Do we have a second?
Second,

We have a motion and a

All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE

CHAIRMAN:

Any opposed?

(No response)

So ordered.

(The full text of the
resolution is here made

a part of the record,)

BE IT RESOLVED that the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission does hereby grant permission

to J & J SAND PiT CO. to remove sand

fill from the Atchafalaya River,

between Mile Post 55 and Mile Post 61,

St. Martin Parish, for a period of

' ®
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one year.from October 30, 1979 to
October 30, 1980, at a royalty rate
‘of ten cents per cubic yard. -

MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, Item 9 is a
request for renewal of a permit in the Mississippi
‘River from Charles H. Lawrence at Mile 406 to‘417;
He has met all the reduiremeﬂts of his past permit
and we would recommend that this permit bé renewed
for one year at the royalty rate of ten cents a
cubic yard. ]

MR. FARRELLY: 1I so xﬁove.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion. Do we
have a second? |

MR..LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved and seconded.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, on
Request No. 9 for Mr. Charles H. Lawrence, I wish
- to inform the board that these people have not
dredged the first cubic yard of sand out of that
permit from last year but they are asking for a
renewal for next year. Just for your information

they have not dredged material out of there with

last year's permit but they are asking for renewal,

‘e
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hoping that they Qill do some dredging in there
this year,
THE CHAIﬁMAN: We have a motion and a
second, All in favor say aye.
|  IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response) |
So ordeféd.
(The full text of éhe
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries
Commission doés hereby grant permission
to CHARLES H. LAWRENCE, JR. to remove
-fill materials.from the Mississippi
River between Mile 406.0 and Mile 417.0
AHP, along the Togo Island Bar and
adjacent to ;and owned by the aéplicant,
for a periddiof one year from October 30,
1979 to October 30, 1980, at a royalty

rate of ten cents per cubic yard.

" MR, SCHAFER: Item No. 10 is a request

38 } HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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from Louisiana Maferials for renewal of a dredge
permit in the Mississippi River at Mile Post 177
to 181, They have met all the requirements of the
past permit and we would recommend that the permit
be extended for one year at the royalty rate of
ten cents a cubic y#rd.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have é recommendation.
Do we have a motion?
MR, RIGGS? I will move.
THE CHAIRMAN: Secsnd?
MR, LUTTRELL: Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Agye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
Motion carried.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-

mission to LOUISIANA MATERIALS CO,, INC,

[-]
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to remove fill material from the Miﬁ;
sissippi River; between Mile Posts

177 through 181 (Point.Darrow) for a
period of one yeﬁr from Oépober 30,
1979 to October 30; 1980, at a royalty
}rate of ten cents per cubic yard.

MR, SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, while I am
up here, may I take up one more matter?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. V.

Mk. SCHAFER: It is not on the agenda
but we have just received a letter from the Depart-
ment of Transportation and Development on our
application. Mr. Angelle had writteﬁ~in June for
some more CEIP money and we have just recéived
word from George Fischer's office that the federal
government approved the project for fﬁnding. Now
we have to go to George Fischer and get the funds
from them.

What we would like to have from the
Commission is a resolution requesting fhat this
project be given high priority to George Fischer
so that they could put it on their list of prior-

ities and get funded. This is a million dollars

i
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we were asking for; and it would be for $906,000
to plant shell in the seed areas and $10b,000 to
move a.bunch oonysters in Calcasieu that are in a
polluted area so they would be available to the
fishermen over there,

THE CHAIRMAN: I think that is a Qéry
good idea and the Commission will go on record
approving that. Does anybody want to comment
on that? Any comments from the audience on it?

I never knew anybody to look a gift horse in fhe
mouth.

MR. SCHAFER: All right, we will draw up
the resolution and get it to George Fischer and
ﬁave Mr. Angelle approve it.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Harry, could we get
a voice from the Oyéter Association, if they want
to support the Commission's resolution in that
direction? We would hope that they would. And
the recdrd would inéicate that,

MR, SCHAFER: 1In talking to them before,
most of them will contact everybody they can,

MR, PETER.VUJNOVICH: Commissioner, I am

- glad to be here today. My name is Peter Vujnovich
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and I have been an oyster farmer for the past 43
years., I am a little knowledgeable of this $1
million grant because the first grant that we
received for $750;000; we received it with the
help of Senator Johnston, I spoke this already;
last time I brought the letters here and took
action through this department to receive $750,000.

It was also b:ought to my attention that
we have another grant for a million dollars and I
was asked that if I could get in contact with'Mr.
George Fischer ﬁo kind of push this up and this is
exactly the words I give the gentleman in answer.
I say if Fitzmorris happens to be in the second
primary I would gladly do it. Then I know that it
will be taken up. ‘But if it happens that we have
Fitzmorris in the second primary, I will make it
my iausiness to go see George Fischer and ask him
because I have a copy of the fequgst.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Who could see Dave
Treen in case he's the fellow? Or who could see
Lambert? |

| MR, VUIJNOVICH: Well,to see Dave Treen

would be a pleasure, or it might be Lambert, too,.

[ 13
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MR, FARkELLY: So you are in favor of it}
MR, VUJNOVICH: Oh; very much in favor
6f it because I.ﬁeiievé}this money was appropri-
ated through the o0il companies. They give it to
Washington to rebuild what the o0il companies have

destroyed in the State of Louisiana and, gentlemen)

A9 4

a million and $750,000 is just a drop in the bucke
for what they ﬁave done to the Louisiana oyster
industry., Thank you,. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, a'mil-
lion dollars'is a drop in the bucket compared to
what they have paid in taxes and revenue in this
state, too. | '

Does anyone else wish to be heafd?

SECRETARY ANGELLE: The Commission has
thevsupport of the Oyster Growers Association, is
that correct? |

THE CHAiRMAN: Let me see a show of hands
of those in favor of this resolution, in the
audience,

(Show of hands)

Good., Even old heavyweight voted for

‘that! Do we have a motion?

o0 -
g@ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
goo; ‘



MR, FARRELLY: I so move.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motibn and a

second, All in favor say aye.
-~W;§—G§isoﬁ:. Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: "Opposed?
(No reSponsej
So ordered.
(The full tekt of the
resolution is here made
"a part of the record.)
WHEREAs;'the Coastal Enérgy
Impact Program (CEIP) was specifically
designed to respond to a wide range of
eﬁbironmqntal; social aﬁd economic
_;p:ohlems*xesulting.from_coastal and
outer continental shelf energy pro-
duction, and
.WHEREAS, the Louisiana oyster

industry has played a very significant)
role in the economic and social fabric

of the State, and

WHEREAS, rather significant
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environmental damages to the oyster
industry have resulted from the
searching for petroleum products,
the dredging associated with moving
and locating drilling paraphernalia
or laying of tfansmission lines; and
pollution associated with the petroleum
energy; and

WHEREAS, the planting of
clam shells to provide cultch for
oysters has long been recognized as
a good managerial tool in the oyster
industry, andithe regeneration of
coastal oyster beds is the type
project that is certainly eligible
for CEIP funding, and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 1979,
the Department of Wildlife and Fish-
eries forwarded an application to the
Louisiana Department of Transportation
and DeveIOpment (DOTD) for a project.
to restore oyster reefs on the natural

seed grounds of coastal Louisiana, and
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to relay oysters from a polluted ﬁo a
non;polluted area in Calcasieu Lake;
and |

WHEREAs; the planting of clam
shells and the relaying of these oysters
is vital to the oyster induétry and the
funding of this project will make up in
part for some of the environmental
damages caused to the Louisiana oyster
industry by energy exploration and
production activities,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

" that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission strbngly urges and reéuests
, Mr. George Fischer, Secretary, DOTD; to
do all in his power to secure speedy
approval for this application;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
copies of this resolution be forwarded
fo Governor Edwin Edwards; to all
members of the Louisiana Congressional
delegation; to Ms, Juanita M. Kreps,

Secretary of the U, S. Department of
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Commerce; Mr, Terry Leitzel; Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries; National
Marine Fisheries Service; and Mr,
Robert W. Knect; Adminiscrator; Coastal
Zone Managément Program.

THE CHAIRMAN: Kenneth Smith, please.

MR, KENNETH SMITH: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission; we had a dedication of.
our Toledo Bend Research Facility about three
weeks ago oﬁ October 6. Governor Edwards was
scheduled to attend but bﬁsiﬁess in Washington
prevented him from being there; but we had a very
good event as it was. We had three local legis-
lators. Mr. Riggs came over'there‘and gave us a
few comments. Everyone toured the facility and
there were very nice comments on the lab and on
the work we think we will be able to do and have
done, We had a few fried catfish over there and
Pepsi-Cola for peoﬁle to drink and everything
went very well,

THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me, Kenneth, You

have got to.give Coca;Cola and Dr. Pepper edual

‘time!
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ﬂR. SMITH: I am sorry. That was what
we had. We had é’few Cokes over there; too; A
little of everything, as a matter of facﬁ.

We know this facility will serve to
expand our fisheries program not only to spawn
striped bass; which it has worked out very well
in doing this, but-we intend to work with tﬁe othgr
gamefish species; bass, crappie; the commercial
fish over there. Toledo Bend is a very large lake.
It offers éuite a bit of recreational opportunity
as well as commercial; and we certainly ao appreQ
ciate the help that the Governor's office has given'
us to make this facility available.‘ We appreciate
the help from the legislators wﬁo ﬁade thé‘funds
available, and particﬁlarly the backing of fhis
Commission in getting this facility off the ground.

We feel we will be able to move out con-
siderably in our Fiéheries program as a result of
this particular facility; and we do appreciate the
opportunity to mové into this. Thank you,.

THE. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, I
am sorry the Chairman couldn't go over there, I

"was out of state on other business. I think the
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Secretary was probably §oliticking for Paul Hardy
or somebody and he couldn't be there.
| Allan.

MR, ALLAN ENSMINGER: Mr. Chairman and
gentlemen of thé Commission; I have a very brief
report to kind of bring you gentlemen up to date
on the outcome of'bur recent alligator season.

As you are all aware, we concluded our
30-day season on the seventh of October in the 12
coastal parishes that were permitted to be hunted
this year by the Endangered Species Act. This
area opened represented about 2.7 million acreé of |
our coastal marshiands and we had 746 individuals
from here in Louisiana that participated in the
alligator season and 15 non-residents that came
into Louisiana on a sport hunting alligator hunt.

. We issued 17,500 tags and the trappers'
were successful in'harvesting slightly over 16,000
of those skins so it will interpolate into a very
good economic income for our coastal trappers and
commercial fishing community. Most of these men
that participate in the alligator seasomn are

- trappers who trap on these marshlands during the
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trapping season and a large number of them are
commercial fishermen who fish shrimp or other form;
of commercial fish along our coast,

The skins are selling at this time for
about éig“;m;;;t;- TSe international market is
opening up under the recent proposal offered by
the U, S, Fish & Wildlife Service in the Federal
Register and the.change in the status of the alli-
gator on the appendix of the International Trade
Convention Treaty to Appendix II. This will per-
mit a movement of these skins in inﬁernationa;
tr&de. So, with that opening up of the market,
the skins are going for about $15 a foot. This
would represent about $1.6 to $1.8 million that
will coﬁe into the trapping community of South
LbuistanaT“*Of“course; this is a sustained yield
thing, one that we intend to cultivate and develop
on into a better ahd larger industry as it proceeds
in the next few years. |

We plan to go back to the Fish & Wildlife
Service and ask for additional delisting of other
parishes in the swamp areas of our state and hope-

<fu11y we will build this annual harvest of skins

- . .
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up to slightly above 25;000 skins in the next few
years. |

: Certainly the season was a very success-
ful season. We had no problems with poaching and
the Enforcement Division was vefy helpful and com;-
plimentary of the ?rappers in the field and their
following of the regulations as set by you with
regard to the attaching of tags and leaving the
flaps on the individual skins so that it eliminated
any possibility of illegal skins being laundered
through our legal program.

We are very happy and we think that the
trappers who participated in this thing are very
happy with the alligator season, Thank you.

| THE CHAfRMAN: Thank you, Allan. Not
only did that alligator season bring a lot of extra
revenue for people across the coasgline but it
helped stimulate a dead market so we éan have a
few alligator prodﬁcts and give us an opportunity
to harvest a renewable resource which desperately
needs harvésting. .One of the main points I might
make about this hunt is that I think it is gding

to save a lot of Labrador retrievers this fall!
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\
oysters!

SECRETARY ANGELLE: They don't eat
THE CHAIRMAN: They doﬂ't eat oysters but
they might eat én oyster fisherman and his dog! I
am going to tell you, between those Labrador |
retrievers and these gooks, some of these dogs and
cats have a hard time keeping one now, with the
Vietnamese in here,

Joe, are you going to take No. 13?

MR, JOE HERRING: Yes, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Newsome who is head of the LSU CooperatiQe
Wildlife Research Unit appeared before you all
yesterday but he was unable to come back today
with a proposal fo: a research project up in East
Feliciana Parish for the purposé of trying to get
some method to harvest doe deer throughout the
state where we have an overpbpulation.

He has corresponded with some of you
people and the Commission and the Department and
a lot of personnel for several months now and we
have had quite a fewAmeetings; discussing some type
of research project that we could come up with and

have some method of taking doe deer or any sex

‘aﬁg
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deer or whatever you want to call iﬁ off smaller

areas., Right now the way we set our doe seasons

over a large area; we have one to five days, and

it kind of puts us in a bind sometimes to allevi-
ate a problem in an area; especially where you have
a lot of crop damages.

Too, what is happening, our deer herd in '
certain aréas; it has a tendency to make the deer
a smaller size because we are not selectively
harvesting these deer under the presenﬁ method
that we have. |

He has proéosed a reSear;h project to
the Commission. It is on 8,000 acres of land on
which they have been doing some research in the
pést, so they have a base of operations to start
this project from. The area is a good size to
work with and they have excellent control and good
egréss and ingress on this, The deer population
at this time is about to reach a peak on it.

That is why the LSU Wildlife Research
Unit has more or léss chosen this area for their
research project. They desire to go into this for

an either sex deer season for a period of four year
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as a research project on that area., To start wi;h,
they will use the last segment this yéar of our
deer season to initiate this; which would be
December 15 to January 13. Now each year after
.éhat they will have similar seasoﬁs in there. It
could possibly.be that same one or go tﬁe whoie
length, to take an“adeduate number of animals off
to upgradé the deer herd in this. I suppose if
you really want to comparé it, it would be 1like
trying to upgrade the cattLe herd. You will be
trying to take certain ones off,

'This will give a chance on this area,
'since you have good control on it, to do not only
the biological research on it but enforcement be-
cause this will be another thing to bring in,
They will have on thisltags which will be the non-
reusable self-locking tybe that they will put on
these animals that are killed off this area so
that wherever the person goes, it will have to
have this tag on it_for the duration until they
butcher it at home_or take it to the packing house,
This will help our enforcement people because this

is part of the study to see what enforcement

8306
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problems we will havé in future years, to really
work everything out,

They will then thréugh the LSU COOpera;
tive Wildlife Research Unit make a complete bio-
logical check of these animals; especially the does
there. They have have the age; sex; weiéht, bléod

'samples and things like that which aré needed and
on the bucks naturally thg weight; age; éntler
development because this is reaily what happens in
a lot of our areas, that we do get a heavy popula-
tion and the aﬁtler development starts getting
smaller and we need to take animals off a lot of
these areas;

.~They will also check other indicators in

a herd there which is the parasite load and k;ep
up with the range conditions on there because that
is real important. These animals do carry a lot
of times over the ététe a good parasite load and
also the range has a lot to do with the size of
the animal and also the antler development.

At the end of the first year he proposes
to come back to the Commission and that would be

'ﬁrior to the public hearings then, so we would have
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this information for our use there and for your
use in meeting to set the seasons. They will come
back with a complete report of what was found this

first year.

This-ﬁill be done at the énd of each
season thereafter. After the second season, it
will be a comparison of the data from that to the
first season, tﬁe third season, bringing it right
up to date with the three, and then after the four'
years of the study, then it will Se a‘complete
réport on it, which should give some very valuable
biological information.

I think such a study as Mr., Newsome has
proposed here is gbod for several things. I think,
with fhe clubs and private landowners we have
throughout—-the-state who are really wanting to do
something on the deer herd;, this would be good
public relationmns for us. I think when we work
everything out it will be good enforcement and
also be good biology on this thing. I think what
he has proposed here looks like a pretty sound
proposal. It would cover a lot of aspects of some

0of our deer management. We feel like we know a
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lot about deer as well as other game species but
sometimes when we get down to the nitty-gritty, we
need some information just on certain areas and
how you can work this as far as the sportsmen of
our state néed and what they are looking for a lot
of times. I think this will help all the way
around,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you véry much, Joe.
You have heard the recommendation. Do I have a
motion?

MR, GILBERT: Yes, Mr. Chairman. From
the information that Mr. Herring gave us plus Mr,
Newsome yesterday, I feel that this is a good pro-
gram and I think that thg.Commission'should go
along with the program, and I would herewith move
that we enter into this deer management research
program as proposed by Mr. Herring.

MR, HERRING: Mr. Chairman, I feel like
I covered everything in the objectives and justi-
fications and procedures that have been worked
out through the Wildlife Unit there at LSU. I
will say one thing, we do have a real good Wild-

life Research Unit at LSU, It stands tops in the
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nation with their research and I would like for
this, just so it wouldn't be misconstrued or any-
thing, that his proposal be entered as a part of
the miﬁutes on this, I have given the clerk a
copy and also the press has been furnished with
copies of this, so if anyoné would have any ques-
tions to ask about it, we would certainly be glad
to sit dowﬁ with them and discuss this and the
reasons and everything for that., We would be most
happy to give anyone copies of this proposal that
would so desire. Thank you,.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr, Herring.
We have a motion., Do we have a second?

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any further discussion on
this issué? I will call for a vote. All in favor
say aye. |

IN UNISOﬁ; Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Unanimous. So ordered.

(A copy of the proposal
outlining "An Experi-

mental Deer Harvest

Management Program" is
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appended hereto as

"Appendix A" and made

a part hereof.)

THE CﬁAIRMAN: I would like to take just
a minute to make a point at this time about the
deer in this country., I never really realized it
until a short time ago when somebody showed me the
history and the story on it.
I didn't realize that we have more deer

in America today than we h#d when Columbus came
to America. 1 asked the guy, "How did you get this
all figured out?" He said, "Well, when Columbus
came to America we had all wooded areas. AThere
were very few bastures, only where lightning had
struck and burned it out, with any grass for them
to eat., The browse was pretty high because of the
big trees and the coverage and the limbs were up |
high so they didn't have much to browse on and
they didn't have any farﬁers' haystacks to raid."
So, we actually have a much better deer crop in
the United States today than we had when Cﬁlumbus
came here and we certainly have a much better deer

- ecrop today than we had when I was a boy. If you
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saw a deer track back in the 30s and 40s, you had

a big, big year - not a day, a big year. You
didn't see the animal, you just saw his track, and
'yqu thought you had done something. So it does
prove that .good cdnservation, good management pays
off, and I think it is a good idea that we g& along
with this proposal Mr. Herring presented to us,
because it does show the landoﬁnerslwe are trying
to cooperate with them and trying to help them\
manage the resources of this state.

I guess;'being a ffee enterprise man, it
comes down to the point that if I am furnishing the
groceries; I want to have something to say about
who is eating them. If he owns that 8,000 acres
and he is feeding those deer, I thiunk he should
have the right to manage it in good fashion.

We will cover Item 14 now. We have soﬁe
representatiées from deer hunting Area IV to dis-
cuss still hunting areas. Who wishes to be heard
first? Mr., Avant.. o

MR, JOHN AVANT: Mr, Chairman and Members
of the Commission, my name is John Avant., I am a

resident of East Baton Rouge Parish, a landowner

Q .
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in East Baton Rouge Parish,

You may recall 1 appeared before this
Commission on May 24 at the Gateway Hotel in
Jeffersén Parish, pursuant to a duly advertised
public hearing, and presented a petition of a
number of landowners in the northeastern_pért of
East Baton Rouge Parish and the southeastern part
of East Feliciana Parish, requesting_the estab-
lishment of a still hunt only regulation in a
certain area. |

Following that public hearing and in
accordance with the rulemaking authority that this |
body has under the law, a_étill hunting only regﬁ;
lation was established in an area that embraces
approximately 50,000 acres of land in the north-
eastern part of East Baton Rouge Parish and the
southeastern part of East Feliciana Parish.

Thereafter,‘at a regular monthly meéting
of the Commission -~ and I am not faulting anyone
or criticizing anyone; please don't misconstrue
my remarks ~-- Mr, Babin, whom I have talked to
today and whom I respect, appeared and he requesteg

that that regulation be overturned. It is my
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understanding that it was overturned, although the
regulation had been published in the official pub-
lication of the rules and regulations to govern
this coming hunting season.

'“-““W;m;h éoing to be Very brief. I am not
going to repeat all that I told you the night of
May 24.

Mr. Moreland tells me that this area that
is embraced on this map contains slightly over
50,000 acres. .I think it is.50,620 acres; that is
the figure I recall. I have previously filed
petitions from landowners in that area ahd I would
like to supplement that at this time witﬁ an addi-

tional petition, We have petitions from 42 land-

owneré in that area who own 30,000 of those 50,000

acres;—Theyare—all primarily farmers. They are
in the dairy business. They are in the beef busi-
ness. Most of them are hunters. We have a serious
enforcement problem in cﬁe area with people shoot-
ing deer at night and from the road and I am not
laying this on any legitimate hunting club because

they are not the violators,

We feel, based upon what we have been
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told by the people in the enforcement division,
that the way to cure the violations that we haﬁe,
the most significant thing that can be done is to
make this a still hunting only area, and that, in
addition to trespass and harassment by dogs of
iivestock, is the reason that these landowners are
making this request.

We feel that it is biologicall} sound
because we don't feel that the deer herd in this
area at this time can sustain dog hunting, espe-
cially if dog hunting brings with it certain prob-
lems of enforcement and violations by oﬁtlaws,
which I am told that it does.

I would like to say this. If this body
in its wisdom could come up with a regulation which
would protect the legitimate interests of law-
abiding hunting clubs who have sufficient lands
to dog hunt and can keep the ‘dogs on their prop-
erty and keep them out of our cow herds and keep
them off our property, we don't quarrel with that.
But apparently tha£ is something that the technol-
ogy is not available. I mean no one has been

able to come up with a satisfactory solution,
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I am going to leave it with you with
this éimple statement, that we have presented to
you petitions from 42 landowners who own and live
on 30,000 of these 50,000 acres, and we would like
to keep the dog hunting out, and we would appreci-

~ate your reinstating the regulation which is in
the books.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Avant, who owns the
other 20,000 acres? Do you know? 1Is it just
numerous -—-

MR. AVANT? Numerous small landowners,
Mr. Berry, I daresay that if we had the time --
you know, we all have to work for a living -- if
we had the time to go to every landowner in that
area, we would probably have 49;000 of those 50,000
acres, but we have gone to the major landowners,
the people Qho own a couple thousand acres, 250
acres, 100 acres. But this is an area that 1is
rapidly developing.

When I first brought my property 15 yearg
ago in 1969, there wasn't anybody up there. It
was the boondocks. Now you just have trailer aftery

trailer and subdivision after subdivision, people
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buying four and five acres of land and building
nice homes on them, and the area is changing. The
only real big acreages left is what is owned by
the timber companies and some of the real large
landowners. I have 225 acres. I don't consider
myselfva large landowner. Other people might.

But it is an area of small plots, small wood lots,
dairy farms, a few little subdivisions, a few beef
cattle people, and not very big areas of woodland.
You know, fores£, like in the Atchafalaya Basin or
up in thé Houmachitta River Bottoms where I hunt
or in North Louisiana like Blackhawk was, where I
used to hunt with Mr, Gilbert. It is just not
that type of area.

Unfortunately, if you are going to allow
dog hunting in that type of an area that is all
‘cut up by roads, you can't walk a mile in any
direction without hitting a pﬁblic road, you are
Just goingvto have these enforcement probiems.‘ I.
mean that is my opinion, because ﬁeople are going
to ride these roads, they are going to dump two or
three dogs out of the back of a pickup truck, put

them on my place, run through my little 45 or 50
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;cres of woods andvrun a deer out in the road and
shoot him down; which is exactly what happened
last January and is exactly why I got interested
in this thing, because I got very, very mad., I
will be honest with you. I mean that just irri?
tated me because I-knew that Six-éoint buck was
there. He~had been eating my rye grass all winterx|
I might have shot him sﬁmeday, you kqow, if I felt
like it, legally, but these jaybirds came and that
is what they did. They went across the road to
about a little 75;100 acre woodlot where the deer
was laying up. They pﬁt three dogs in there, ran
him out into State Highway 409 in front of my
house and shot him down with a 243 rifle,

THE CHAIRMAN: 1Isn't it against the law
to shoot a rifle on a state highway?

MR, AVANT: Yes, sir, it is, but when
I came to this body, I was told that that is a
terrible enforcement problem, and I realize that,
and that is the best solution to that probiem, to
do away with the dog hunting. Now I don't know
that I understand ﬁhat, but when I am told that by

the employees of this body who I respect and who
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have done a wonderful job in this state, I accept
that, and that is why I am here. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you one ques-
tion or make an observacion. It might be wise for
the landowners in those areas who lease the land
to these hunting clubs to stipulate there will be
still hunting only. The problem we have got, Mr,
Avant, that we had when this thing was changed --
Mr. Riggs made that motion-;; was that these guys -

MR, RIGGS: Mr., Wille made the motion.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr; Wille made it. These
guys had bought dogs, they had fed them all summer
long, anticipating having that area which they havd
got leased to hunt on, and it creates a problem.
I understand your problem and am in sympathy with
your problem and I am sure the Commission is in
sympathy with it;
| MR, AVANT: I Vould say this, Mr. Berry.
There is not a single one of those 42 landowners
that own that 30,000 acres that has given anybody
aAhunting lease, not a single one. And I will
closé on this remark., We came to a duly adverﬁ—

tised public hearing, called for by iaw, at which
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you invited and were reduired to invite the public
input as to the hunting regulations for 1979 and
'80, and pursuant to law, those regulations were
established, and then at a regular meetiﬁg of this
body, as this meeting is today, they were changed,
not at a public hearing. |

So, I léave it with you. I have no
quarrel with thesé people. They ha§e not to my
knowledge violated the law, but we have a problem
and our interests are in conflict and I have just
got to stick up for my interests and the interests
of those people who an 60 percent of the land in
this area,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. 1Is there
anyone else who wishes to be heard at this time?
Mr. Babin.

MR. GARY BABIN: My name is Gary Babin.
I represent four hunting clubs. That is the J & H
Hunting Club; the East Feliciana Hunting Club, the
Stony Point Hunting Club and the Friendly Hunting
Club, They are all located in that area that Mr.
Avant is speaking about.

The problem here is about the procedure
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that Mr. Avant was talking about at the public
meeting. The problem with a lot of people is that
they don't do something about it until it hurts
them, and we feel we have been hurt now. We should
have made ourselves aware but we didn't, I can
guarantee that we will from now on.

But I would like to say that we would
like to see the hunting with or without dogs re-
established in that area that we are talking about,
At the last meetiﬁg we presented a petition with
the names of 231 léaseholders and hunters of the
area who want to see«hunCing with or without dogs
re-established in the area.‘ We also presented
another petition. This one wés signed by 115 prop-
erty owners in the area. I have been assured sincg
that meeting that the names on that petition are
valid landowners within the area. |

I believe we oughﬁ to say why we want to
re;establish hunti?g witﬁ or without dogs on the
land, 1 did some research on this and I found that
more deer are killed by still hunting than hunting
with dogs, so it was hard to justify why we wanted

the dog season, but the first was, as Mr. Berry
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has said, we have invested a lot of money in dogs,
in building stand roads, in work on roads within
our ieased lands, but more important to us is the
fact that a drive with dogs brings the hunters
closer together than still hunting does. The
togetherness that a hunt with dogs brings alfowé
the older hunters to teach the younger hunters good
hunting etiquetteQ That sense of togetherness is
a good feeling and iﬁ serves a useful purpose,
teaching young people how to behave as-good gborts-
men., | vf

We are ﬁot-Speaking of a great many days |
where dogs would be used because usually we run
dogs only on Saturdays and hdlidays during the
season that allows dogs. On most other days it is
impossible to get enough people together to make
an effective drive. Altogether we are talking
about 10 to 15 days duriﬁg the season when dogs
are allowed. |

We want to cooperate with the landowners
in the area who origiﬁally petitioned the Commis-
sion to establish still hunting only. I can

promise the Commission and the landowners involved

-3
22" HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
{ 1]



50

that the clubs I represent will not abuse their
lands and I would hope that other individuals who
hunt the afea and cqnsider themselves sportsmen
will ao the same,

I really don't understand how taki@g
away the dog season will stop the outlaws, bécéuse
an outlaw is going to be an outlaw no matter what
the law is. "'If that is the case; there should be
large areas in Louisiana where hunting with dogs
should be stopped if that would stop the outlaws.

Thank you all for hearing us and we hope
we get your help. | o

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Gentlemen of
the Commission, I-would like to ad&ress a point

that has been brought to my attention by the

Secretary of the Department. Apparently the
motion that was made at the previous meeting and
seconded and passed was an invalid motion because
the time frame in the Administrative Procedures
Act would not allow it at that juncture. 1Is that
correct, Pie?

,.SECRETARY ANGELLE: Pie, would you just

go up to the mike and just expound on this a little
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bit more so we can get the clarification. We
tried to get it this last meeting, but I think

it was unclear. 5

.. MRS, PENDLEY: After the last meeting I
talked with Mr. Edgar Colthrop, who is the editor
of the Louisiana Register, which administers the
Administrative Procedures Act. Due to the time
frame; you must give 15 dayé notice of aﬁy action
and we did advertise it for the November meeting.
He advised me that upon publication the season
would be in effect,

It could not be advertised for this meet-|
ing because there would not be a 15-day notice.
You must give 15 days printed notice in the maga-
zine, so he told me any action the Commission took
would be under an Emergency Procedures Act., Action
could be taken at this meeting and you must give a
reason why the emergency action is taken. The
rules have been printed and it must be taken uunder
emergency action. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: If the last meeting it

was done under the Emergency Procedures Act, I do

not know how it would change from one month to the
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other, that one month the Emefgency Procedures Act
won't work, is invalid, and this month it will,
I don't éuite understand that,

MRS, PENDLEY: Well, a reason must be
given and when an emergency actionm is taken, within|
three days you must write a letter to the Gov;rnor,
to the Attorney Generalland fo the Register, stat-
ing the reasons, and it must be reasons éuch as it
will be detrimental to health, and the reasons were|
not stated. | . , - |

THE CHAIRMAN: Tﬁerefore‘we do have an
invalid motion.

MRS, PENDLEY: Right.

THE CHAIRMAN: .Action, I will say.
Therefore, the Chair will reécind that invalid
action. Thank you, Pie. 1Is there anybody on the
Commission who is not clear where we stand? 1If
you are not; ask somebody else; I am not sure I
do, either, (Laughter)

 SECRETARY ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, as I
appreciate it, we are in a posture now if the Com-
migssion wishes to change the regulations it would

then today have to declare an emergency exists,
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take the action, provide this information, and then

once that has been done, you put yourself in a
posture to adopt a resolution to make the change.
You have to first establish the emergency and the
reason and then take the action. If you don't do
this today, then the regulation remains as pfinted
in the pamphlet.

MR, LUTTRELL: Mf. Chairmén, the Commis?
sion has a policy established several years back
that once a regulation was decided upon by the
Commission and published in the pamphlet, it goes
out and-is sent to ail the people; that it would
not be changed until the next year,.

Now; what we did at the last meeting, and
I stated then, really goes against our own policy,
plus the illegality of that, so I think we should
stick with our previous policy or that we should
rescind that policy, one of the two.

MR. GILBERT: If we choose to leave the
rules and regulations as printed, we would have
to take no action whatsoever today,.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is correct,

MR, GILBERT: Now, one point that I want
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to make to Mr, Babin, and of course he touched on
it, but for years we have had these public hearingg
and we advertise them well in every newspaper and
radio, Our publicity department sends out notices
to every paper in this state, police juries, every-
body, and that was the time I feel for you t; ﬁake
your feelings known to the Qommission.

Now I deer hunt and have hunted for many,
many years. I haven't determined whether you are
asking that just these four clubs be opened to
dog hunting of whether you are requesting the
entire 50,000 acres be opened to dog hunting.
Which one, Mr. Babin?

MR, BABIN: I want to touch on that first
point first., If it had something to do with fish-
ing, I would ﬁave been aware, because I am a fisherx
man first and I keep up with everything in that.
Hunting, that is my second choice, and it is a low
gsecond, but I was sort of elected to come here and
represent the clubs.

I talked to Mr; Avant before the meeting
and he had stated, you know; if the clubs, the

-four clubs involved, could be allowed just to run
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their dogs tﬁat they have spent all this money
lprepa:ing for, that that would be fine with him;
you know. But at the last meeting here it was
stated that that is almost an impossibility because
of the boundary markers, so it is just a conflict.
I wish we didn't have it but we do.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me just say in passing‘
Mr. BaBin,'that when I first came on the Commission
seven or eight years ago, the Commission always_
held its input meeting in one place, Alexandria,
jJust one meeting. Since I have been Chairman of
the Commission, I have made it a ﬁoint to hold
three or four meetings around the state each yeaf
to take input; This year I believe there was one
in.Bossier City, Alexandria and New Orleans, and
in previous years we have moved to other areas;
but we do attempt to get about the state where
everybody has an 0pportuﬁity to be heard to try
to get the best input and the most we can get
before we make these rulés and regulations. It
is a good bit of trouble and expense for the State
for this Commission to meet three times instead of

one just to take the input, and sometimes four.
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But I felt, and some of the other Commission mem-
bers felt, several years back that by going to
Alexandria we didn't give the people perhaps from

New Orleans or maybe Lake Charles or Shreveport

or Monroe or Tallulah the proper opportunity to
come and be heard, so we thought it best that ﬁhe
Commission go on the road for three or four days
and move about the State where everybody could be
heard that wanted to be heard.

We have tried to approach this és fairly
as we know how. There will always be conflicts.
I have often heard that Jesus Christ couldn't
pleaée everybody and I am sure we can't.

MR, BABIN: If there is any other ﬁay
the Commission can resolve this so that we can use

ourvdogs, we would appreciate it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank ydu very much, Mr,
Babin. |
| MR, AVANT: May I sa& just one thing?
THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, Mr. Avant,
Mﬁ. AVANT: I appreciate very much what
you have done and I want to tell you that I am

.going to meet with Mr, Babin because I think Mr.
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Babin is an honorable man and represents a group
of true sportsmen. We are going to try to get with
somebody in the Department an& see if for next year
this problem can be resolved to his satisfaction
and to our satisfaction, Thank you very much,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you; Mr. Avant.
Does anyone else wish to be heard on this issue?
What is the Commission's pleasure?

MR, GILBERT: Mr., Chairman, if it takes
a motion, I will move that we leave the régulations
as they are pertaining to this area. I don't know
thét it even takes any action by the Commission,
would it, Mr, Secretary? .

THE CHAIRMAN: No, éir, lack.of action
leaves it like ié is.

Does anyone else wish to make a motion?
Then it stays as is;

Number 15, discussion of steel shot on
federal refuges., Joe, are you covering that?

MR. HERRING: I believe someone in the
Commission was going to cover that, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me just a minute.

-&aybe Just to clarify the record, this Commission
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ought to go on record of rescinding what we have
been told is an invalid resolution-at the last
meeting. Senator Gilbert; if you would offer that
motion, I would appreciate it. |
| MR, GILBERT: I move that the action

taken at the lasf Commission meeting, September 26,
be rescinded as far as pertaining to the 50,000
acres.located in East and West Feliciaﬁa Parishes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we have a
motion. Do we have a second? |

MR, LUTTRELL: Second,.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. | |

MR, GILBERT: Include East Baton Rouge
but it is all in Area IV.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we have a
motion and a second. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Agye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

| (No response) |
Unanimous. So ordered.
Mr. Herring,

MR, LUTTRELL: Mr. Riggs is going to give-
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this resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Riggs, the\discussion
of the use of steel shot on federal refuges.

Let me just say this to clear the air a
little bit before he makes this resolution., There
has been a lot of controversy on steel shot in ﬁhe
State of Louisian§. The Congress of the United
States, mainly the Senate; in their infinite wis;
dom decided to return to the states some of the
_rights they had usurped through the years.and'
gave this Commission, which represents you in this
State and hopefully répresents the majority, if

'you will, the prerogative to either use steel shot
and enforce it in this state or not enforce the
steel sﬁot'regulations;

| After the input we have had in numerous
hearings, this Commission; I think wisely so,
decided we would not enforce the federal steel shot
in the State of Louisiana. We had listened to
several good reports from some universities, I
think one was the University of Michigan, if I am
not mistaken; maybe Wisconsin; that they had

-benned ducks up, kept them off the ground, fed

[]
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them lead shot, and the ducks had died with lead
poisoning, but the ducks that they had on the
ground where they could get to the gravel and sand
and natural feed, they fed those ducks lead shot
and the mortality rate wasn't any higher than those
that had had no lead shot, |

That is one of the things that came to
my mind and one of the reasons I was for the
banning of the steel shot, plus the fact I also
happen to be a patriot and I feel like if we let
the feds put steel shot in our shotguns this year,
they most likely will put popcormn in your pistols
next year. -I don't care to have Big Brother dis-
arm me and my countrymen. They have tried every
way in.the world to ban the guns and take the guns
away.from ﬁs,‘and if they can't take our guns, now
they are going to take our shells away from us.

Excuse my expression, ladies, I say to
hell with them, I inteﬁd to keep mine.

We passed a resolu;ion saying there
would be no steel shot used in the State of
Louisiana. Then the U, S, Fish & Wildlife Service

came back and said, "Well, if you don't let us use
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steel shot on our federal refuges, we will just
pout and close the whole thing; won't let anybody
hunt on them," and that's what they did. I was in
favor of telling them to éo to hell and keep it
closed, because I am tired of paying bureaucrats
in Washington with my hard;earned money to look
down their noses at us iﬁ this state; who are in a
much better position to run our business and run
our étate I think than they are, and I am tired
of paying somebody else to kick my butt in my own
backyard. That is exactly what the federal govern-
ment has done to all of us for years and years.
Until we stand up and be recognized and
be foréeful; they will keep doing it. As I have
said frém this podium before on several occasions,
I am one American who is tired of working and
being forced to share what I have left over with
that group who don't work and who d&n't produce,
our Big Brother in Washington. We have got too
much government in Washington. We have got too
many federal controls on us in this state and this
nation and 1 for one; if I can live long enough,

I hope I can help undo some of that and get the

Y
)88 IFIEN R DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans




states back in the right position where they were
béfore they started forming this Big Brother in
Washington which has usurped and ﬁisintetpreted
90 percent of the laws that Congress has passed,
to éet more power to put more pressﬁre'on us to
work and produce. |

I had a long conversation yesterday with
our Governor, with some of our politicians on the
Hill, and it was resolved between this Commission

for the best interests of the hunters who hunt in

this area the feds had closed, some 8,000 hunters,

I am told, or more, who wouldn't have time to find|

another place to hunt., We came to an agreement
and a compromise that we would let them enforce

the use of 1l2-gauge steel shot on the refuges,

However, anyone who wishes to hunt there with -
a . .410, a 16-gauge, a 20-gauge, a 28-gauge, would

be permitted to use lead shot, There is no steel

shot available for those gauges and if they don't let

the kids hunt with the smaller guns and the few
ladies who like to hunt, I think that would be

discriminatory and I think that would be a bad

move. This Commission for one year only has agreed

- ;
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to let them enforce this steel shot in 12-gauge
shotguns only on those four refuges.

MR, LUTTRELL: Mf. Chairman, I would 1likg
to ask a question., I would like to suggest that
.we réquest our.Secretary, Mrs. Peﬁdley, to detexr-
mine if this action today would be legai or ;ould
it be.illegal as the action on the deer hunting
was, because of the time limits, emergency and so
forth., I am in favor of changing this thing but
we could very easily change sqmething that 1is
illegal,

THE CHAIRMAN: The Chairman wants to say
thié, that we think it is an emefgency for this
reason, that the duck season opens I believe on
Novemﬁér 3, there is no time left for any other
vprocedures or monkey-motions, and we either do it
now or forget about it, and we will deprive over
8,000 pe§p1e in this staﬁe of the.righc to hunt
in certain areas if we dqn't do this, and I hereby
declare it an emergency ﬁrocedure. |

MR. LUTTRELL: I don't doubt that at
all. I would just like to have it certified from

the proper authorities through our Department.
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SECRETARY ANGELLE: That an emergency
exists and we are taking these actions today be-
cause of the emergency, and the emergency is the
opening of the waterfowl season November 3.

MR, LUTTRELL: Correct, and then you see,
with that on record, Mr. Angelle, we are clear.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Secretary, you are so
instructed by the Commission to get wh#tever cor-
respondence is necessary to the Governmor and the
Attorney General and whatever to fulfili the
requirements of the law. |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Riggs, would you read
the resolution?

| MR, RIGGS: Mr, Chairman; I would like to
make a brief comment prior to reading the resolutio
We did hold extensive hearings in‘Lafayette Just
prior to last hunting season last year and we had
‘between 700 and 1,000 people there and the prepon-
derance of testimony was against steel shot, and
so this Commission voted against the steel shot
régulatioh more or less as being‘representative of

the wishes of the people of this state.
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I have always felt that the steel shot
law is discriminatory as it is now written because
it only applies to 12-gauge guns. Until such time
as they have an efficient ammunition for all gauges
and make the law apélicable to all the statesiin
the Union, then I feel like it is discriminat;ry,
and that is basically why this Cbmmission opposed
the steel shot law. But in view of the facf tiat
they did at the last minute close the seasons in
the refuges, we feel like a lot of éeOple would
not have an opportunity to make provisions to hunt
other places, and in‘view of that I would like to
offer this resolution.

Should I read it, Mr. Chairman?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, if you please, sir.

MR. RIGGS: (Reading)

"WHEREAS, at the September
meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission a resolution was
passed prohibiting the use of steel
shdt for waterfowl hunting purposes
on four Federal Refuges, and

"WHEREAS, the Commission felt
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this was in the best interest of
waterfowl hunting and the sportsmen
s8ince steel shot was prohibited in
the remainder of the state, an&
"WHEREAS, with this action
the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service
deliberately closed the four Federal
Refugés for all waterfowl hunting,
which the Commission believes is not
in the best interest of our sportsmen,
and
"WHEREAs; with:such deliberate
action the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission rescinds the September
resolution pertaining to the use ofv
steel shot only on the four Federal
Refuges, and |
| "WHEREAS, the Commission
desires to assist the sporﬁsmen of
our state and work in their best
interest and for the best interest

of the waterfowl resources of our

state, and:
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"WHEREAS, the Commission does
not want anyone to be denied the privi-
lege of waterfowl hunting, the Commission
recommends t§ the U, S, Fish and Wildlife
S;rvice that 12 gauge shotguns must be
required to use steel shot for waterfowl
hunting only on Federal Refuges and that
all other gauges, 16, 20, 28 and .410
be permitted to be used on the four
Federal Refuges with lead shot for the
purpose of waterfowl and other hunting,
and |

 "WHEREAS, the four Federal
Refugeé, Sabine, Lacassine, D'Arbonne
and Upper Ouachita, will be the only
areas in ghe state to use 12 gauge
steel shot and nothing in this resolu-
tion is to be misconstrued for steel
‘shot to be required in other parts of
Louisiana, and

"WHEREAS, this agreement is
for a one-year period only to cover the

1979-80 waterfowl season in Louisiana,
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“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish;
eries Commission on this the 30th day
of October, 1979, agrees that the U, S,
Fish and Wildlife Service be pegmitted
to use lead shot in 16, 20, 28 and .410
g#uge shotguns and that steel shot

shells will be required in 12 gauge

shotguns only, and

YNOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED that this action was taken due

to the deliberate previous closing of
Federal Refuges by the U, S. Fish and
Wildlife Service since the September

‘'resolution of the Commission pertaining //

to steel shot.” S

Mr. Chairman, I would offer this r'
tion for passage by this Commission.

-MR. LUTTRELL: I second the m;/.

THE CHAIRMAN: I have a motio
second, All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any oppos/

[
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2381 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete. convention service in n.




69

(Nd response)

So ordered., The Chairman votes yes
because Mr, Gilbert is gone from his seat and
that gives us a duﬁfum.

The next thing is discussion of oyéter
lease fees and survey fees. Who wishes to be heard
fir;t? The Commission is going to discuss this.
There will né action on it today. The Commission
has been approached by a number of sources from
within the Department and without the Department
‘to r;ise the fees on the land, the $1?an-acre lease
aﬂd also the survey fees. It is kind of hard for
us to justify the existence of the Oyster Depart-
ment when they continue to lose money. When we
go before the Budget Committee, they want to know
why we can't generate some revenue, why certain
things haven't been éhanged in 75 &ears; We have
not raised the oyster bottoms lease since 1904,

At that time itwas a dollar an acre and 75 years
later we are still a dollar an acre. This Commis-
sion is allowed by law to go to $5 anvacre or any-
where between. They can go $1, $1.50, $3, up to

- $5. They cannot come down below $1.
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The Commission will take some input now
and discussion on this matter.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: For purposes of con-
sideration and for action when?

THE CHAIRMAN: At the next meeting,
Action will be'ﬁaken at the next meeting on éhis.

We would like to get any input you have today, so

we can start pondering it and thinking about it,
Yes, sir, I believe you wanted to be
heard.

MR, MATT FARAC: Yes, sir. Good morning

Commissioners. I aﬁ Matt Farac with.the Plaque;
mines Parish Oystef Association.

We had a meeting already. Mr. Schafer
had stated that they lose three dollars on every
abplication that they was taking, so what we did,
we went up three times and four times as much to
compensate for that, which was shot points was
$20, now it is $80. Application was $20 an acre,
now it is $80 an acre, Fifteen years limitation,
$60. So we agreed with them. So now I understand
you all want to go up on the acreage fee., That

- was a compromise for the acreage fee.
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THE CHAIRMAN: I have no recollection of
this Commission ever making a compromise. Mr,
Schafer might have made one. Is he here? Do you
want to comment on that, Harry?

MR, SCHAFER: Doyle, I think what they
are talking about is when we had the meetings‘to
hear these things and we had all the oysfer fisher-
men and all the politicians here, at that time it
was decided by the Commission, it was my under-
standing, that they would go aﬁead at that time to
Araise the survey fees and not fool with the rental
hfées. That was what.I got out of it and I am
pretty sure that is what he is talking about.

THE CHAIRMAN: That was about three years
ago, Harry?

MR, SCHAFER: Yes, that was in '77.

THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead;

Mﬁ. FARAC:' No, we was called in by
Chalin Perez at Poiﬁt a la. Hache, Buddy Pausina
and I, and he said we have to do sométhing because
we‘can't stay neutral. We have to give them some
money one way or the other, and that is what we

agreed, a compromise with the application, shot

‘50?
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points and everything for the acreage, and here
today we hear you all want to go up on the acreage
fees,

THE CHAIEMAN: Mr. Matt, I will say this,
tﬁat our costs each year keep going up, up, uﬁ.
The interest rate, és you well know, has gone up
tremendously in the last few months and everything
else has gone up to operate thils Department and
do a good job for you., We have been lax in doing a
good job for you; particularly in the sur#ey area.
We have tried to hire a surveyor. Mr. Angelle has.
I think he has one hired now. He is also working
with two consultants who will work pretty much on
a fulltime basis for a while, which will I hope
give us three survey teams so we will get this
backlog that we have been laboring under now for
a long time off our hands and get ﬁs currént again.
That is one of the justifications of raising these
lease prices,

MR, FARAC: Well, I don't see why they
should raise it when we compensate with tﬁem
already. It has gone on five years., This 1s going

to be the first year that we get a few seed oystersy.
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What you think we have been doing all these years?
Making big money? We got a forgiveness from the
FHA Farm Bureau which we asked for loans which
they approved that'disaster area as consolation,
so here w; got to borrow money to Keep going ah&"
here you all are talking about raising up the taxes

I admit that for 75 years the taxes did
not go up on the acreage but the application and
all that went up four times as much,

"THE CﬁAIRMAN: How many acres do you
have; Mr. Matt? _

MR, FARAC: Sir? |

THE CHAIRMAN: How many acres do you have|?

MR, FARAC: 'We got about 3,000 acres.

THE CHAIRMAN: What does it cost you in

fees? What is the total cost to you?

MR, FARAC: On 3;000 acres?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR, FARAC: How much per acre?

THE CHAIRMAN: You are talking about a
dollar an acre for lease.

MR, FARAC: That is §$3,000 now. If you

said 1t goes up ==
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THE CHAIRMAN: I am talking about on
your survey fees and your shot points you are talk-
ing about. How much additional money has it cost
you out of your pocket in the last three years?

MR, FARAC: It didn't cost me anything.
They haven't surveyed. They have been tied up.
They are keeping us tied up all the while, with
our hands tied. We can't move. We have got appli-
cations for a few years back. They didn't survey
them. - No surveyor., We are still waiting.

The way we are now, if that man has got
an application before mine and he is the one that
surveys with a priv;te surveyor, I can't get mine
surveyed. I have just got to sit down and wait.
That is the predicament we are in,

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, the Secretary has
taken some concrete action. He hired a man several
months ago who came down and workedAone month, left
and I understand now he is coming back, and I know
the Commission and the Secretary met yesterday withl
consultant out of Houma that I think will be coming
on board, hopefully in the near future, to help

remedy this problem.
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This Commission apologizes to you and
the other oyster fishermen for the problem we have
had in that area. It is something beyond our con-
trol. When the Staﬁe Civil Service lets you pay
a man $16;000;$18,000 a year and industry is pay-
ing him $50,000 a year, it is kind of hard to Hire
one. Isn't that thé;quandary you have been in, Mr,.
Angelle?

| MR, FARAC: All right, but I would like
to ask Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries, how much
do they collect on this four tiﬁes as much? There
is not anything that goes up from $20 fo $80,
three times as much, Food or labor or anything,
.not even the oil companies, neithef the gasoliné.
It only_went up twice the price. Gasoline, what
was it selling, about 40 cents a gallon? Now it
is a dollar. _ . |

THE CHAIRMAN: About two and a half timeg.

MR, FARAC: Well, Mr. Chairman, I would
like to ask ‘you, what have you all got in mind to
do with the fishermen? Destroy them or what? |

THE CHAIRMAN: We are trying to take

.input now. We certainly don't want to destroy

856 .
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anybody, Matt, and I think you are aware of that.
We want to keep the oyster industry in this state
a good viable healthy industry, -

MR, FARAC: Well, the way it is going
nowadays, they ain't going to Ee able to survive,
Not at no $5 an acre, i am sure of it, because I
am the first one that is going to let a pile of
it go, whether it is good or bad, because I won't
be able to pay $20,000, $15,000 a year for 5,000
acres., No way.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1In the first place, by law
 you are only supposed to have 1,000 acres.

MR, FARAC: Well, I didn't say I didn't
have a thousand. I said we have got 3,000,

| THE CHAIRMAN: You say you have got 3,000,
I know, and you can't pay $15,000 or whatever it
might be --

MR. FARAC: That is my whole family.

I am one company. ﬂy son is another company and
then his wife is another company.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, this Commission is
here todgy to hear what the problems are and to

listen before we make a decision. That is why we
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are asking for input today and put it on the agenda
today.

MR, FARAC: Well, can I ask you what
you have in mind?

MR. FARRELLY: What would you suggest?
What would be something that you.éould live with
if we would increase the acreage? Say $5 is exces-
sive; what do you think is something that would
help you survive and also help us get on a paying
basis?

MR, FARACE Well, let me answer my ques-—
tion first and then I will answer you. We had sug-}
gested already what we wanted to do, four times as
much, Now I can't speak for all the fishermen
unless I have a meeting with them, just the way
you all have there, but I don't think any of them
would object to a doilar more per acre.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Matt, that fee you
are talking about on survey and all, that is a
one;shot thing. That does not produce annual
revenue to operate the Oyster Department with,

MR, FARAC: But there is where they were

losing their money that we was understood, in sur-
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veyor fees, and thag is why we went up four times
as much to compensate for it. ﬁhen a man tells
you he loses $3 on every application, three to one,
so we went up four times as much. Don't that com-
pensate for his loss?

THE CHAIRMAN: That is a one:time shot.
You get that done once in 15 years. You have got 4
15-year lease. If you spread it over 15 years, it
is very little per acre. The duck hunters in this
state pay $6 to $8 an acre for a duck lease to
hunt on for a few ménths and they can't see why
this Commission is letting people rent state lands
which they have part ownership in as citizens for
$1 an acre..

This thing is not something that we all
of a sudden came up with and decided to go into,
We have got a lot of pressure in this area;

MR. FARAC? Mr., Berry, it is all right
for the one shot, but they got that money. Mr,
Angelle, how much would it cost for 1,000 acres
to survey it, or Mr. Schafer could answer that
question.

THE CHAIRMAN: What does it cost to

3ol .
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survey 1,600 acres, Harry?

MR, SCHAFER: I don't have that schedule
with me. I will get it.

THE CHAIRMAN: I would be interested to
know that. Again, you have got to divide thaé.b}
15 to get a yearly cost on it. If it costs $1,000
to do it, or say $1,500 to do it, you are talking
about $100 a year,

MR, FARAC: The surveyor applications?

THE CHAIRMAN: Over a 15;year period,
yes, sir, Because it is good I assume for 15 years
of the 'lease, - |

MR. FARAC: All right, but why did they
accept four times as much an application in shot
points? Why didn't they say no, we want on acre-

age?

- THE CHAIRMAN: What we should have done,
I assume, is to have gone back when this was done
and taken a closer look at it. The Commission
previously should have raised this thing all along
to have kept in time with inflation and the price
of things today. The truth of the matter is I

think we have had real cheap rates for a long,
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long time. You have been able to dance for a
little bit of nothing for a lot of years and now
it has come down to -

MR. FARAC: I don't think so.

THE CHAIRMAN: Those rates were dirt
cheap. |

MR. FARAC: I know, but thése acres
we lease from the state for $1 an acre, we improve
every acre we have. We don't destroy them,

THE CHAIRMAN: If you improve one thing
for your own profit, it does not help the state.
It does not help the.department.
| MR, FARAC: Well, we are trying to égree
with the state. When they wanted to come up with
the price, we agreed with them and that is what we
are paying them,

Now, another thing, if you think by
putting this at $5 an acre on us fishermen that
all that ground is going to be vacant, no, it is
not, because they'have got thousands of others
Just waiting for it, and it is going to be all
taken the way it is there now, If you all have

got any speculation thinking that these fishermen

[
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that has got ground has got the o0il companies
blocked and everything else, you all are wrong,.
because you all can check back, how old is those
leases and how long I have them. Tgere is not no
speculation there. But a newéomer,:probably if he
has got 1,000 acres, could be speculation.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, certainly the leases
are cheaper at a dollar an acre than they would be
at $3 or $§5 an acre.

Yes, sir, did you wish to be heard?
ﬁould you come to the microphone?

MR, FARAC: That will be all I have to
say.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Matt.

MR, FARAC: All right, thank you.

MR, BOYD ZIBILICH: My name is Boyd
Zibilich. Within that thousand acres that he was
talking about, there may be 150 leases in there,

I represent Boyd Zibilich & Sons. Within that
lease, we have like maybe 30 or 40 different leases|
I am the third generation. Now Lf you are going to
‘jack it up to $5 an acre; I am going to have a

problem myself. Of course, I won't give any of it
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away because somebody else is waiting to take what
I have, and I mean three generations back, I didn't
develop that overnight.

MR, FARAC: Sounds like a communist
deal, take it .away and give it to somebody else.

THE CHAIRMAN: We are not here to take
anything away from‘anybody and we certainly aren't
here to do anything we think is unjust and unfair.
We represent you and other people in this state,
but you have had a cheap, cheap oyster lease for
75 years, it hasn't changed, and the Department
is losing money operating and can't break even.
You can see what happens. You say, well; it
shouldn't affect it, but it does. Now we have to
get federal funds to go out and get them to plant
oyster seed.

MR, ZIBILICH: Yes, but if you do raise
it, will that stay for the Oyster Division or wil}
it go for sdmebody else? Will it go in a pot?

THE CHAIRMAN: It will go in the conserva-
tion fund.

MR, ZIBILICH: It will go in the conser-

vation fund, for the hunters, for the trappers, or
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for who? 1Is that for everybody else? Could you
answer ﬁe that? Tax me to pay fé: s§mebody else.
What we will gét for that? -

MR, LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, let me
ansﬁer the gentleman's question. The money out
of the conservation fund goes to the oyster people
also and it cdmes from hunting fees and all kinds
of fees and this saﬁévthing is going back-into the
conservation fund, You benefit from the conserva-
tion fund the same as the hupter does, the same as
the fisherman, the same as the trapper. The con;
servation fund is used for the purpose of improving
Wildlife and Fisheries in this whole state. You
can't set it aside and éay this is our little pot
and this is somebody else's little pot and so
forth, It just doesn't work that way.

MR. ZIBILICH: Why do you jeopardize the
oyster people?-

MR, RIGGS: As I understand it, the con-
servation fund has been subsidizing the oyster
industry because we have been operating atva loss

in that depértment.‘ That is my understanding.

MR, ZIBILICH: Thank you.

[ .
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MR. KENNY FOX: Gentlemen, my name 1is
Kenny Fox. You talk about everything going up.
That's true. Just like it is going up for you, it
is going up for us in the oyster industry. There
is only one thing wrong. Our industry 1is in jeop-
ardy, not &our department, kight now we are all
on the verg; of going out of business.

THE CHAIRMAN: This is not "our" depart-
ment. This is your department as much as anybody
else's, Iﬁ is for the people of the State of
Louisiana.

MR, FOX: You are right, but you make
the laws, we don't make the laws:\ We try to help
but we don't make the laws. And you are talking
about extra revenues, Go back and have them check
10 or 15 years ago. You are talking about 75 years
it didn't go up. Go check the acreage you had
obtained through the state 15 years ago. Today
it may be 40 times as much acreage. You are col-
lecting a lot more dollars every year, and if you
had the survey department out there, you would be

getting more and more acreage and more and more

dollars would be generating in this department
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every year, It is not the fishermen's fault be-
cause it is not coming up. Let me tell you, this
industry is in jeopardy right now. The disasters
that we went through in the last five years have
set up back and again this year a disaster that”
set all the fishermen back severely.

Right now what we are seliing is what
we were planting before, because we don't have
nothing for the market. We have nothing to keep
up our resources and keep up our income. We are
actually selling seed oysters today. We haye
nothing else. It is‘putcing foodJBn the table.
It is feediﬁg our employees and here you afe talé-
ing about raising our fees. This is a terrible
time to be picking on oyster fishermen. Try the
shrimpers, try something else; but oyster fishef-
men cannot stand it'right now, We are down, we
are going to the FHA; we are trying to'get loans
to pay off our boats, pay off our ieases, and here
wé are face& every day with a new problem. Here
we are faced now with our leases are going to go
up.‘ Righﬁ now every fisherman is carrying an

overload of acreage. Why? Because the state

® . .
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grounds have not had anything on it in several
years so we have to be self?sufficient. We have
to oﬁtain more acreage. We have to look for acre;
age to get our seed off of, our factory oysters
off of, our sack oysters. That is why we are carry
ing more acreage today. ﬁot to jeopardize thé oil
companies from coming in there or drilling for oil,
exploring for oil, To have our resources for
tomorrow, to have assurénces for tomorrow that we
are going to be in business, We can't look toward
the state to know what is going to happen.

THE CHAIRMAN: What I have had to do in
my business in several areas is raise my price to
my customers, and I suggest that what you might do
is raise your price of oysters to keep you in
business. Maybe you are selling your oyéters too
cheap.

MR, FOX: .Listen; the price of oysters,
we.are getting as much as we can get out of them,
There is so much you can put in a sack and so much
you can get out of a sack. What we are selling
today is not what we are getting for it because it

is not quality, but it is all we have got to surviy

e
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on. That's it. I mean we either do that or either
we are going to g6 out on welfare somewhere because
we don't have the type of oyster we need for the
industry today. We are not proud of it but it is
all we have got for livelihood.

Do you all have any questions?

MR; FARRELLY: Do you have any suggeg;
tions how we can prevent this happening again in
another four or five years? Has this happened
because of poor management or conservaﬁion methods
or what?

MR, FOX: Let me ask you all a question.
Have any of you been commercial oyster fishermen |
or commercial shrimpers in your 1ife? Any of you

men on the board? You all haven't? Have you all

seen what an oyster fishermaq has got to go through|,
the nature he has got‘to fight? He has got to
withstand the weathgr out there every day. You
ought to look at some of ﬁhe problems we have got,
too. We have gét a lot of problems, too. I know
you have got probléms up here to keep the budget
going; but I also seen years where the Wildlife

- Department turned money back into the state because]
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because it was misappropriated, they didn't get to
use it,.

It is a sad situation out there in the
marshes today, believe me; and we wish you all
‘would take all this into consideration. Now is
not the time., Maybe in the future we could with-
stand~it. Maybe if we get back on our feet, the
seed oysters catch and we can get productioﬁ back
up; get our quality back on the market; assure our
people of a good product; we could stand a raise,
but now is not the time. I mean you have got us
with our backs against the wall right now and this
is surely not going to help us by raising our
oyster leases at this particular time. In the
future maybe, gentlemen; we could agree with you,
we could stand a little raiée; but right now is
not it,

THE CHAIRMAN: Wheﬁ‘we talked about rais-
ing the acreége three years ago, we heard the saﬁe
story, this is not the.time, we can't afford it
now., I wonder if the time will ever come when you
are willing to pay a halfway decent acreage fee

for the state. bottoms.
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MR. FOX: Yes; we sure will, when you
can take my tax forms and you can see an up;climb
and I am starting to make moﬁey off of it, it will
be, but if you go .back and you check anybody's
record today ~- just like the FHA told us yester-
day, we want to see your records for five years,
we want to see if you have got a decline in your
business, if your business has been going down,
"if it is in jeopardy.

We have that. We have been éoing down;'

hill.

~

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that half the oyster
fishermen, all the oyster fishermen, that have that
problem, or is it just certain areas?

'MR, FOX: Well, if you take the oyster
fishermen, it is mostly r;gﬁt here on the south;
east tip of Louisiana. Over to the west, how much
oyster fishing do yoﬁ talk about? - There is very
Iittlevwhen you get around Calcaéieu; going west.
All your oyster fishermen is from St. Bernard,
Plaéuemines, Terrebonne, Lafourche and that is it.
When you get out of that area; you are getting out

of oyster fishing. Our shrimpers, they go statewide.
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| provides .that we don't get something else to kill

You have got people clean across the sgate, but
when you talk about the heart of your oyster indus-
try, you are talking about right here, the outskirts
of New Orleaﬁs.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ninety percent is the
Atchafalaya Rivér east.

MR, FOX: Right, so everybody is in the
Qame boat over here. We get a high river 1like
this this year and it kills off all our oysters
and we are in bad shape for a while. It takes us -
maybe two or three years before we can be back iﬁ
No. 1 shape,>providiﬁg nature agrees witﬁ us. Youl
know; we have got a beautifui-spat set out there
this year. You are talking about two years before

we put them on the market for you to eat, if God

them. We don't know. We are fighting with nature.
We are working against nature is what we are doing.
We hope you all take that into consideration and
for the time being let's table it until, you know,
ma}be a year from now, six monthS'from'now; when
we can see where we are going; but fight now is

not the time to pick on the oyster people.

]
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THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, there is
no intention of this Commission to pick on any-
body. I think maybe that is a bad choice of words,.
We are only tryiﬁg to make sure that this Depart-
ment stays afloat and does a good job. We are
charged by the Constitution of the State of Louisi-
ana to administer certain things in this Department
and if we don't do it, we are criticized on the
other hand. There is(nobody on this Commission
who wishes to pick on you or.anybody or do any-
thing to hurt the oyster fishermen or hurt any-
body else, as far as that goes. We are only ﬁry-
ing to do the job we are charged by the law to do.
We don't make the laws, we live within certain
frameworks of the laws. We didn't make the law
allowing the acreage charge from $1 up to §5 an
acre, That framework was set by the state legis-
lature and we onlj work.within that framework.

MR, FOX: I agree with you 100 percent
but let's look to the other resources to see if
we can pick up some income if you need income.

‘Surely there has got to be some other way we can

'go to the state legislature or somewhere if we
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need other income at this time, because right now
is bad ;iming to go raising our acreage. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much,

MR. FOX: I thank you,

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, Captain'Pete.

MR. PETER VUJNOVICH: Gentlemen, I am‘
Peter Vujnovich, oyster'farmer. Gentlemen; I have
been in the oyster business since I was 13 years
old. The acreage has never gone up. I guess this
talk about $5 an acre, I have got plenﬁy to do with
it. Gent;emen, I have suggested and I am going to
try to pass this, by myself or with the help of
this Commission, I have already got quite a few
fishermen. I will not mention names but there are
plenty of thém backing me up,

.This is what I ask, All acreage under
lease to be assessed $5 per acre witﬂythe option
that the leaseholder have the right to renewal of
his or her 1ease; If it is taken away from them
that they be paid for the improvements they made.

The reason, gentlemen, I am asking this,
I bought some areas in Hackberry Bay years ago for

$100 an acre. I worked hard., I planted shells
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there; I made a good living off those leases.
Even the last three years I built two beautiful.
aluminum boats. My children -- I have three boys -
and three girls -- my boys are all crackerjapk
fishermen, I trained them since they were seven
years old, Gentiemen; I sa; this, I lost seven
leases in this area and it has put me out of busi-
ness. Of these §even leases, approximately 60,000
barrels of oySters were fished bybthe people in the
oyster industry, and that is my hard work. f have
not been given a penny. I have been given no help
at all. I have been fighting this battle by myself}
Gentlemen, I am hurt., I am out of busi-
neés. And if you all are going t§ raise the acre-
age this way, I am 100 percent for it and I can
£fi1ll this room up with_people who are willing.to
back me up. But if it is just that you all are
going to raise $2 or $3 an acre and leave the same
conditions, those leases be written under the same
conditions, that we, tﬂe oyster farmers, have no
kind of protection, that if the o0il company or
anybody makes a motion they want our leases;at the

end of 15 years they are taken away from us, I am
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strictly against it,

I would 1ike to go on record with this;
that any mén who has 1,000 acres and can show pro-
duction of 20 to 40 sacks an acre; that this state
should give him $10 an acre for working these
leases. Thank you, |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you something,
I want to clear up something~with you. What acre-
age was taken away from you? Was it given to
somebody else, you say? :

MR, VUJNOVICH: The state took it as a
seed groun& area., Aund, gentlemen, I can say this ;-_

THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is that a state lease for
somebody else to operate on?

MR. VUJNOVICH: No, they gave it to the
Louisiana oyster industry and the Texas 0il Company.

THE CHAIRMAN: When was that done, Pete?

MR, VUJNOVICH: This was dome about two
and a half years ago. I just got a Court of
Appeals decision th;t-all leases written under the
laws that we have today are valid from the day the
lease is made until the lease expires. After it

expires, that if the Department of Wildlife and
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Fisheries or whoever is in charge, wants you, gives
you the privilege of remewal, you are granted the
privilege. 1If they do not want to give it to you,
there is nothing in the world you can do about it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Did your lease expire,
the 15-year lease expiration? . Is that what hap;
pened? |

MR, VUJNOVICH: That's right.

THE CHAIRMAN; And the} would not renew
your lease?

MR. VUJNOVICH: That is correct.

THE CHAIRMAN: That was not done by Com-
mission action, We‘had no knowledge of it.

MR, VUJNOVICH: No, that was done by a
letter written by Dr. St. Amant. And whilg I am
here on the subject, I appeared before Mr. Angelle,
if he can femember, and I asked him to give me an
extension to fiéh ﬁhesé oysters out,-and it was
discussed and probably I would have got my exten-
sion,vbut Dr. St. Amant made this statement, and
Mr. Angelle was there, "Captain Pete only wants
these oyster leases to heckle the Texas 0il Com-

'ﬁany." Gentlemen, with $60,000 of oysters.on there

-
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'fo the bottom of this. You say that Dr., St. Amant

that I lost in three years' time, I wasn't even
thinking about the Texas 0il Company or heckling
the Texas 0il Company, because me and the o0il com-
panies in this 43 years that I have been in the
oyster business have always seen eye to eye. I
didn't get rich off the oil companies. I could
have. Many; many years ago, if I had wanted to;

I could have controlled the Louisiana oyster
industry. I will not go 1nt§ details what I was
offered but I didn't., I am an honest man; and it
is a shame to see'thisiindustry go this way,

Here is NEW ORLEANS that just came out,
They have a story about the Louisiana oyster indus-
try. For you all that didn't see it, it is very.
interesting reading. "Louisiana oyster fishermen,
"ptanting; harvesting and battling to skay above
water.," Now this is what two fishermen has stated
here. .I will just.read --"it is a story about the
oyster indﬁstry. It is very good.
THE CHAIRMAN: Pete, let me interruﬁt

you again, -I am a little bit concerned about the

statement you made a while ago and I want to get
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told you in the presence of Dr. Angellé that if

he renewed your lease or ga§e you an extension of
time, it would only be for you to heckle the Texas
0il Company and then he refused.

MR, VUJNOVICH: That's right, and then I
got mad, because I am ﬁot, say, a man that is
fierce or anything, but when I get mad;gentlemen,
1 turn white and blue and when I geﬁ mad, I just
said a few more words and I walked out, because I
knew what was going to happen,

SECRETARY ANGELLE: I think I am getting
ready to get you white and blue in a minute here
because you are going to get mad. You know, Dr.

~St, Amant is not here; and you are making a charge
against Dr., St,. Amant; you are making a charge
against this man that he made a deal with Texas
Company.
MR, VUJNOVICH: No; no.
SECRETARY ANGELLE: That is what you
Just said. - |
MR, VUIJNOVICH: No, no; no; you see =-
SECRETARY ANGELLE: I was not present

when this happened, whatever you are saying that I

[ T] .
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was here; I don't recall that at all, so you can
get black; you can get blue; you can get mad, I
care less, but I deny you to come here and make a
charge against Dr. St. Amant when he is not here
to defend himself, '

MR, VUJNOVICH: I am not making noj
charges. 1 am just saying the way we are talking.

fHE CHAIRMAN: fete; it souﬁds like to
me that you‘are saying that Dr. St. Amant in pre-
ference to the Texas Company, took your leases to
keep you from bothering them, and I certainly want
to ask Dr. St. Amant about this at the next meet-
ing and I would appreciate if you were back here,
I would like to clarify this. I have never known
Dr. St. Amant to be involved in this posture and
1 do not believé he is today. |

. MR, VUJNOVICH: Look; Dr. St. Amant to

me is a fine man but I thiﬁk that I should have
been granted at least a little extension.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: You lost your lease,
you have been to the courts; you have been to the
Court of Appeals; you lost it because what the

Department did at that time, they did it right.

[
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It is still in your craw and you are still griping
about it and you are wrong, Mr., Peter Vujnovich,
MR. VUJNOVICH: Thaﬁk you, Mr, Angelle,
I withdraw everyﬁhing. I will just go back and
do in my business what I can do. Thank you very
much. _ | |
THﬁ CHAIRMAN: Does anyone else wish to
be heard? Will.yéu state your name; please, sir?
| MR, M., J, FARAC: My name is M, J, Farac,
The only thing I would iike to ask you is, I am
not too familiar with what is going on here and
everything. I don't‘get uh and talk too much or
anything, How much does it take to run the Oyster
Division in the Wildlife and Fisheries, about?
. THE CHAIRMAN: I will have to ask Mr.
Schafer. I.doﬁ't have those figures.
" MR, SCHAFER: The whole division has an
annual budget running about $2.3 million.
THE CHAIRMAN: About $2.3 million, he
says.
MR, FARAC: 0. K,, and how much grounds
is under lease right now, what are you getting

from the grounds that is leased?

—_—
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MR. SCHAFER: 237,000 acres and we get
$237,000. |

MR. FARAC: Ailvf;ght. What about the
shells and the revenues from all the rest of it
like that? That is all I can find out, you know
what I meén. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Schafer, would you
come to the podium and answer his question, please,
sir?.

MR, FARAC: I know in Baton kouge we was
at a meeting up there one time and some kind of
way; I don't know how it happened, but the Wildlife|
and Fisheries wound up with more money to run the
office and it never was there. "

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me tell you this. The
conservation fund gets the royalties from the oil
companies paid into it, off Rockefeller and other
preserves, and they did in fact, the state did
take some money out of the conservation fund. I
believe it was in John McKeithen's time. Some
$50;$60 million has been taken out of the conserva-
tion fund and I assume into the welfare programs

- of this state.
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MR, FARAC: I am not doubting that. The
only thing I am saying‘is they gét enough righf
now with shells; the revenues that they aré'getting
all over, and the leases, that why do you all want
to go up'on the acres even if it is $1 an acre.
Right now you all can go down there to where we
are at; every oyster boat has got a trawl on it.
There is none of us even working oysters.

So you turn around, going up here, gbing
up there, but last time we were in Baton Rouge,
everything was brought that out of the oyster
peqple they were pﬁtting in more than enough to
‘run the oyster division, but our money is being
distributed to every doggone thing they have got.
That is all I have got to say, I don't understand
why they keep going up on us all the time. Go up
on the rest of the peoplé, too, instead of pick on
just us. That is all I have got to say.

(Mr. Riggs here assumed the Chair

in the temporary absence of Chairman

Berry.) .

MR, RIGGS: When I came on-the Commission

I was told that the:oyster industry, in other wordsg,
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‘that we had figured for the 1970 annual year. Wé

ties that we have the upkeep, the salaries, the

Agas, the operations'and everything. Back at that

the income that we received from leases énd‘what—
not, was subsidized by $375,000. 1In other words,
it lost that much money; Would you comment on
that?

MR, SCHAFER: That was about the figure

figured on the projects we had going, the facili-

time for every $3 we spent, it was costing us $4.

On the survey; it was a little bit dif?
ferent. Thé survey fees; it was costing us about
four times as much as we were taking in on survey
fees. Now we are in fairly good shape in surveys

except if we do go to the consultant, on a contract

basis, the surveyor, I .think we afe going to have
to come back and ask for, in order to even get it
through the Division of Administration and the
legislature, we are going to have to ask for some
kind of little surcharge on the surveys. These
people want about $35 for each one of the surveys
they do so that we are going to have to add that

onto the contracted price, in order to get it
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through the Division of Administration and through
the legislature.

MR. RIGGS: I thiﬁk.yhat the gentleman
was talking about a while ago was royalties -
Burt, you might comment aboﬁt that -~ royalties
obtained off Rockefeller Refuge and stété;ownedj
lands that go into the conservation fund;

SECRETARY ANGELLE:. Mr. Acting Chairman,
if you people have enough time, I will be more than
happy to go through the whole budget process, the
revenue;generating.authorities, and what-have;you.
That may take us another hour, hour and a half, I
know that is not your interest beéause it becomes
very, vefy complicated.

Under the law,.under t he law.ali revenues
generated by.Wildlife and Fisheries first go to the
general fund, every dollar. That is under the new
Constitution of 1974, Within the Treasurer's
office is a special fund that the legislature has
created, a conservation fund that is an accounting
practice, that re&enues that we generate =-- game
license; commercial license; oyster fees; mineral

royalties on ourlrefuges. all revenues, federal
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funds and what have you are then placed in Wildlife
and Fisheries funds; I believe this year it
amounted to probably aBout $18-$19 million, all

of the conservation fund money. Plus we picked

up somewhere around I think $4;$4.5 million of
federal funds, |

We have got an operating budget of about
$23-5$23.5, maybe $24 million, and the o0ld oyster-~
seafood division that is not there anymore is
about $2-$2.5 million. I believe that is correct
and that includes the water pollution_division.

If you take the revenues that are being
generated from the o0ld method, which is shell
royalties, oyster lease money, surveys, all this .
money that was generated at one time for the old
oyster division of a few years ago, we would prob-
ably be on about an even keel because I think in
the shell production we. are looking at about $2.1~
$2.2 million; shell severance.
| What I am saying is this, cﬁat the direct
revenues coming from the oyster people, direct
revenues -g.not shgll; it doesn't come directly

from the oyster industry ~- but the direct revenuesg
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coming from the oyster industry is not enough if
you would continue to finance the oyster division
under the old method. But you have got to forget
about this old method. We are operating on a new
system where we are operating out of the conserva-
tion fund within the general fund,.

This year we are receiving approximately.
$5 million I believe from the general fund. 1Isn't
that right? $3 million from the general fund, to
be able to.prOperly finance the oystef division,
to be able to properly finance the game division,
to properly finance our refuge division, properly
finance the enforcement division and what;have-you,
all the aspects of Wildlife and Fisheries.

If you want to go into the real, real
information; change of information on the budget,
I will be happy to do it.. It will take us many
hours: I am prepared to .do it. But what is your
particular éuestion and I will try to answer it.

MR. M. J. FARAC: There is no way I can
understand that, that you take the oyster fishermen
-and you set up a program just for them; with the

0oil companies going across our grounds and drilling
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on our reefs and everything of the state grounds,
that we can't survey and stuff like this here, the
royalties you are going to collect from them and
different other ones. You subtract; take the
oysters away from the whole other thing and put it
completely separate; you all could do anything jou
want with that.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: No, we don't get an}
royalties from the production of oil when they go
through an oil.leaée. We get the royalties on
production of 0il on property that Wildlife and
Fisheries owns; not An staté;owned lands.

MR, FARAC: Yoﬁ don't get nothing off the
state;owned lands?

| SECRETAﬁY ANGELLE: No, sir, not one
penny.

MR. FARAC: When they cut through it and
this and that? |

SECﬁETARY ANGELLE: ﬁo, siree, mot one
penny.

MR, FARAC: I thought you all got it
there; too.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: No, sir. The only
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properties, the only royalties we get from the
State of Louisiana in oil royalties is royalties
that comes out of Pass-a~Loutre and on Rockefeller
Refuge and some of the outlying areas. Nothing at
all that deals with the severance of oysters.,

MR, Fox-? I have got one question, one
answer to your question.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Oh; I am not asking
any duestion. I am making statements,

MR. FOX: I want to answer that. You
say the oyster division does not take care of
itself. Do you think that everybody that buys a
driver's license, that $4 driver's license pays for
all the highways in the state’

SECRETARY ANGELLE° Let me put my posi-
tion correct right away. I am not asking the
oyster division, you know, any more money on a per
acre lease. |

MR. FOX: That is what I want to know,
Don't make it sound like we are the culprits and
we are eaking money away from the Deparement and
not giving. Neither is anybody else. Nothing else

in the state is self- sufflcient either.
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(Chairman Berry here resumed the

Chair.) |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: W; will get that
record straight.

'THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to have to
'insist'that'you'gé to the.podium and be recoraed.
You can't be heard from out in the audience. Would
you go to the podium, please; sir? |

| MR, LEOPOLD TALIANCICH:‘ My name 1is
Leopold Taliancich, .I didn't come up to make no
statement but I would like to clear a few things
in my mind and‘everysody else's mind.,

We say about the oyster division losing

Poney on the oyster fishermen. Well, probably
every division you have got is losing money on
-every other thing. they have got because how does
the trawlers ;;AI understand that this is the
seafood and oystér division; which includes the
trawlers; the trammel netters; the gill netters
and includes the pollutyon control and all that,
which we didn't do-the polluting but it looks 1like
they want us to pay for us; the people that did

the polluting should pay for it. But, anyhow, how

geo@
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do the trawlers pay théir share and the trammel
netfers and the crabbers and all these people?
How do the sportsmen pay their share? How do the
fur people pay their share? They have goﬁ a divi-
sion by themse;ygs, them fﬁr people, and the;e is
not much money come from fur trappers, I kné; that
much.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: This is the reason
that I said we are getting somewhere about $5.8
or $6 million from oil royélties and aﬁout $4
million from federal funds; and we receive §3
million from general‘funds; over and above money
that goes in the conservation fund; to be able to
operate the whole Wildlife and Fisheries.

My responsibility is to operate Wildlife
and Fisheries, | . | |

MR, TALIANCICH: Yes, I understand. My
responsibility ié to try to stay up there in the
business and see that the rest of my family can
stay in business.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: We have never ques-

tioned that.

"MR, TALIANCICH: And ‘also, you see, we
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was given to believe by the legislature this
summer; I believe you was up there, probably was,
maybe you wasn't; when it came up about that shell
dredging and all, the revenue for the shells;.that
the 6yster division had enough money and if the
shell money don't go to the oyster and water Loﬁ;
toms division --

SECRETARY ANGELLE: There is no more
such thing as oyster and water bottoms division.

MR, TALIANCICH: Well, what justification
do they have for digging oyster reefs, sometimes
with live oysters? |

THE CHAiRMAN: The revenue goes to the
.genefal fund. »

MR, TALIANCICH: But that was the reason
for letting them dig and giving them leases so
that it would make up the money which you all fall
short.

SECRETARY ANGEiLE: I don't follow you.
Who are you talking about; letting who dig? The
0oil companies?

MR, TALIANCICH: The legislature give

the revenue from the shells to the w11d1;fe and
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Fisheries,.

FROM THE FLOOR: The suction dredges.

MR, TALIANCICH: The suction dredges or
whatever you want to call it,

SECRETARY ANGELLE: That has been
repealed. We stili"get the money but, you know,
it is not done for the oyster division,

MR, TALIANCICH: Well, let»me ask you
one thing. - |

SECRETARY'ANGELLE: We administratively
provide enough money to the oyster division, as
you know it, to properly administer the function
of the oyster division., Approved by Dr. St. Amant
approved by Harry Schafer., Approved by our fiscal
people and approved by the legislature. Just like
the necessary amount of money is appropriated to

_properly run the enforcement division, the refuge
division; the game division.
| MR, TALIANCICH: >We11, 1et me ask you
one other thing. If the rent don't go up, will
Wildlife and Fishefies checks bounce or anything?
SECRETARY ANGELLE: No; sir,

MR. TALIANCICH: Well, that little money
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you all are going to get out of us isn't going to
help that much but it is going to work a hardsﬁip.
You see; anything you all r;ise us would have to
be at least 100 percent.

Mr. Berry made a nice speech I liked a
little while agé And I want to comment on it right
now, but a month ago or twao months ago when it was
brought up to raise up the severance tax on the
sand, I understood at that time it was no go be-
cause it was inflationary and it was only a 50
percent raise upon. the severance tax.

THE CHAIRMAN: That sand price was
doubled severalAyears ago. |

MR, FARRELLY: We are looking at it
again right now. .

THE CHAIRMAN:- We are looking at it
again right now to raise it., It was raised from
a nickel a yard to 10 cents a yard, I believe,
what? - three years ago.

MR, SCHAFER: That was two years ago
and we did not have enough.-time for all the con;
tracts to come ip; and the 10 cents just went into

~effect for the last batch that the contracts, so -t
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MR, TALIANCICH: Regardless, one thing
| about anything; the tfuﬁh always comes out and the
people that are advocating raising the taxes in-
the business, it just came ouf a little minute ago;
that it is nothiﬁg but personal animosity, théir
bitterness; they want to réise it to hurt oﬁh;r'
people. Like maybe you could fill this room with
people that want cé go up on the leases. They want
to téke.the leases away from them that has got it
and give it to them that ain't got it. Well, a
lot qf those people - 1 ain't going to call them
what they are — but.a lot of them people has got
a Communist educatioﬁ and a lot of them is immi-
grants .that is il}egally operating boats, docﬁ;
mented boa;s; but we don't do nothing about them
because we are not bitterness about them. You
never heard us yet come here and advocate a closed
fishery or a limited entry or nothing. I say let
anybody who wants éo,go in it, come in it, because,
boy, they have come and they have gone.

As far aé the merits of the dollars, I
spoke my head off on iﬁ before and I could do it

again, but I know you don't want to hear it. I
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~are pretty strong because that price has been there

thought this thing was supposed to be settled.
What is the use with me to compromise today? Next
month or a year from now; you will be wanting to
go up again; If I remember correctly; when all the
hearings waé héld; that was summer before last.

THE CHAIRMAN: Leopold, nobody is asking
you to compromiée anything. We are only trying to
get input frém the-oyster industry on what to do
on this problem.

MR. TALIANCICH: well, like you‘say, you
all can do what you want. Thank you, gentlemen.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MR. RIGGS: All I know, Leopold, you all

for 75 years.

I don't get no oysters off them because they is

-- - - MR, TALIANCICH: Not 75 years. 75 years
ago; even 40 years ago, we made our living, my
daddy, myself and hy brothers, on 30 acres because
we had good water and we didn't have n§ pollution.
I have got 135 acres at Shell Key; I mean Point au
Fer and I never got an oyster éff it because it

is polluted. I have got some down the river and

YY)
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p&lluted. Plenty of those oysters, I mean I put
them in with my sweat and my health.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me recognize this
gentleman here. | |

MR, W, A, KASS, IV: My name is W, A.
Kass, IV, I represent Westside Oyster Farmers,
| The first thing; this is supposed to be
a fact;finding; and I think this is what we ought
to be presenting to you people. First of all,
when you say an oyster fisherman, that is‘not the
same as an oyster farmer. When you are talking
about raising the taxes; you are talking about it
really is not a tax. Let's clarify that; too;
It is a privilege to farm this land, not a tax.

Very few oyster farmers are in this
state., Start checkipg the acreage. I am sure Mf.
Schafer can come up with one heck of a figure on
total number of acfes that can produce oysters
and total number of acres under lease. Right
away the oyster farmer is trying to keep this
industry going and is the one being taxed, not the

whole industry, because here comes a guy, there is

~probab1y a few oysters on a wild reef this year,

(1]
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he throws a set of.dredges on a trawl boat and he
is out there fishing.

I brought it up years agb. Why not put
a prbduction tax? vLet's all pay our fair share.
If you really chéck, it is not a fair share if it's

" maybe 10 or 15 peréent of us that is trying to.
keep the industry going.

Mr. Chairman,»you brought out about
raising the price.' That is a beautiful thing if
you have something to sell, but I think Chevrolet
would be out of business if they overpriced their
cars on Cadillacs, and you couldsee a reason.
Right now, Florida can beat us by $3; $4 and $5 a
gallon delivered on our market. Virginia and Mary-
land are sﬁipping oysters and beating us by $2 and
$3 a galloﬁ; delivered on our market. That is a
point of information. We can't go any higher;

Now, you want solutions; You all came
up with a problem two years ago; tﬁo and a half
years ago; said the survey department is losing

 money. When all the ruckus settled down in the
room and we really sat down; we said; fine; the

survey is losing the money, put the prices where

(-]
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they should be. Wé even asked and never questioned
what it cost; and we went above it.

I think if we are still having some prob-
lems, maybe we ought to bring some auditors in and
start seeing where the figures are at. Put these
figures together; see what it costs and what ser;
vices we are getting, As a farmer, I feel we are
getting no services. As a fisherman, forget it,
so I am going to get a few shells planted, which
1s another thing. We are ten yeafs behind time.
All of a sudden we are caught in a e¢runch and,
believe me, if you don't think the oystef business
is in bad sﬁape; yﬁu are looking at a man that put
his plant up for sale, a plant capable of producing
fogr or five thousand gallbns a week, As soon as
I sell this building; I am going to go build
another plant that I can shuck maybe a hundred gal-
lons a day; because that is how depleted this
industry ié.

Every man in this room is starting to
economize, He is selling boats; he is looking for

any kind of automation, because he can't make ends

meet. There was a meeting yesterday in Belle
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Chasse. The FHA is offering money because the
fishermen, or the farmers, I should say, because
that was one of the stipulations in the loans, you
had to be a farmer; you had to have leased lands,
because if you don't have this investment, you just
go on to something.else and there is nothing loét.

1 am sure every one of you is in busi-
ness and if you put a million dollar investment up,
you.have to have it proteéted some way, shape or
form. Right now to jump to $1.50 I think would do
destruction to the business., Not that some of us
can't afford it. I will keep my leases forever
because éome way I will find tﬁe mOney; and I don't
need the oyster business to survive, but I feel
sorry for the poor éeoﬁle that is in this industry
has doesn't have an education to get another job,
and I think this is something we should look at
in this state.

You just‘had an alligator season. Who
did it benefit? It sure didn't benefit a white-
tie~and-collar guy in the office making a lot of
money. It is the individual who doesn't have the

education to go out but he has the pride and he
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.| when we found out it couldn't come directly into

made a good living; he made an honest living.

I think if you sit down with industry,
there is a lot of things can be accomplished, a lot
of things can be straightened -out and I dQn't think
the whole fault is on industry. And right now we
are at an all;tiﬁe low; and it is going to get
worse, 1 say we have got one more bad year ahead
of us before we can‘possibly pick up.

We talk about all this federal ﬁoney.
This industry knows better than anybody about this
federal moﬁey. We applied for it before we came

to the Wildlife and Fisheries and asked their help

the industry; it had to come through an agéncy.
All the leg work was done, and it is free money
sitting up there; and I will duote the-federal man
that came down here to inspect these reefs. He
said this was the first inspection he made that the
money was dedicated for was finally used to replen-
ish industries in Louisiana that was destroyed,
_ I have not bitterness tQ the oil companief
They are in business to make money. They will do

whatever the law or whatever the people allow thenm
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-

to do. We will do it; too, There 1is 55 dispute
about that. There.is a lot of arguments come up
about these reservations. Fine; if you want to
take a reservation away and make a seed ground,

I am 100 peréent for it: But what has been done
after these reefs have been taken away?  Has there
been any conservation put on that?

This 1is a éuestion you éan-go back to -
your peoplé and ask; and I think maybe you will
find that some of the bitterness created around
here is not directly the fault‘of this Commission
or the fishermen or the farmers. It is.misinforma—i"
tion pushed around, ThereAis a lot of situations
but, believe me, start checking and you will find

out that this industry is in bad shape.

- -. MR, RIGGS: - Why can Virginia and other
states underseli Lﬁuisiana oysters? -Because they
are more plentiful?

MR, KASSQ_ No; sir, The main problem
was -- I will use Florida because it is a real
cut-and-dried deal'?* Florida for‘years had no
conservation department when it came down to the

commercial oyster. It was just where they grew,.

o .
g@ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
. ] .




130

The} di&n't care if it was pollute&; th;} went
fishing. Mississipﬁi did the same thing. They
created a new division of it and I mean it was
rﬁnning. They wanted to_kn&w the problems and they
got out an& started solving them. Now all offa
sudden Florida's production is up about 400 per-
cent., Even MlssiSSippl s production is up, even
with the storms they are having. Virginia is the
same way., They find out the problems and they get
out and solve them;‘and it is not always money,
the problems. I am sure you all have had past
experience with.many things that is not moﬁey.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Mr. Kass; do-I inter-
pret what you afe sayihg now .as I am kind of read-
ing between the lines;'and if there is, I would
like to know; because I am trying to be candid,
are you saying that our Department; not the Com-
mission, are you saying the Louisiana Department,
Seafood Division, Oyster Division, whatever, has
not addressed some of the problems like they have
in Mississippi or in Virginia or in Florida?

MR, KASS: Definitely, | |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Are you in a posture’

. HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans




131

to provide me your recommendations as to what are
the problems and how to sol#e them.

MR, KASS: One of tﬁe problems would be -

SECRETARY ANGELLE: I don't want them
riéht now. I want them in writing later on.f

MR; KASS: They are short.' One ofzthem
is being solved right now. The state was about
ten years behind in shell planting, and this was
free money.  This was something the state didn't
have to come up with. This is money that was just
laying there to be taken, and nobody went after it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, it is federal money |
but thére ain't.no such thing as free money; It
will have some strings on it somewhere.

MR, KASS: Well, if we don't get it,
somebod} else is géing to get it, and it is due
to us, and I think we ought to have it.

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: I agree with you on that
point, but és far‘as it béing free money;'thefe
ain't nothing free. Before the government can give
you oﬁe red cent or me one red cent or the oystér
industry one red cent; they have first got to

bloodsuck somebody and take it away from them to
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provide it. There ain't nothing free. It is
somebody else's labor and somebody else's work and
they have got to address them or bloodsuck them to
get it to put it there to tell you‘it is free money
but don't believe that poppycock. There ain't no
such thing as free money. |

MR, KASS: Mr., Berry, i will tell you one
thing about this oyster industry, seriously. It
has not only been pushed around; it has beeﬂ steppe
on by the federal governﬁent. We don't héve a love
for them. We had a meeting right here in the Jung
Hotel six years ago where the federal government
ﬁalked in with their attorneys and said we are
going to shut down the oyster industry in the
United States, period.

Did you know what the State of Maryland
did for their oyster di&ision? The next morning
the assistant,attofney generai was sitting at two
o'clock at the hotel, providing us with legal
advice.

We have been pushed around and we are
ready to sit down and talk, -I think you found that

out that we bring out some good points, We may be

|
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prejudiced on some of them but we bring up the
points,

The point I am trying to make in general
is two and a half years ago you brought up a prob;
lem. We asked what was the problem. We are losing
money, we need more money, period.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this; Let me
interruﬁt y§u aﬁd'just‘read you the schedule here
' on what it costs you on your leases. This is a
ls—year lease. On anywhere from 200 to 1;060 acres
your first 10 écres cost you $80, from 11 to 20
acres, $120; from 21 to 200 aéres; $2 additional
for each acre after 20 acres; and you go to i,OOO,
it is $1, and that is for 15 years. You divide
15 yeafs into those charges and you are just talk-
ing about pennies an acre for that additional ones
leased that the Department requested on the addi?
tional money for.the -

MR. KASS: You are duoting the survey
fees, right? | |

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. KASS: That is a one-shot affair,

.right?
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THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.
MR, KASS: O, K., after that you pay $1

an acre for the privilegé of farming that piece of
ground.

THE CHAIRMAN: Right,

MR, KASS: Which services are included
in that dollar.an acre?

THE CHAIRMAN? Well, let me say this,

I don't know anywhere in the country that you can
lease land for $1 an acre to farﬁ on, of any sort,
that has been the.same price per acre on farming.

I am not talking about the services to get it sur-
veyed and to get it plotted and that kind of thing,
bﬁt Just the price on the land itself. There is
nowhere in the world that I know of that you can
lease land for $§1 an acre to farm on for any kind
of farming, fishing, oyster or any other thing.

I am saying that this Commission has been
approached by some oyster fishermen to raise it.
We have been approached by other people within the
Wildlife Department to raise it; and we are merely
looking iﬁto it to see if there is justification

for it., We are trying to get input,
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MR, KASS: Can I insert one thing that
no one has taken into consideration? We are lobk-
ing at $§1 an acre. That looks'pretfy cheap.

- . THE CHAIRMAN: It is cheap, Mr. Kass.

MR, KASS: We ére ﬁaking money sometimes.
That is why I Said about a production tax., What
happens when you come back?‘ Fine;'if it is worth
$10 an acre now and a stbr@ comes along and ruins
us; who is going to have the money to continue the
lease?

| THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass;.let me inject
this. 1If they aré talking abéut going in and tak;
ing $20,000; $30;000; $40,000 away from you; by
law you can only own one lease. The most it would
cost you if you had 1,000 acres leased would be
_ﬁl;ooo.a.year more if we raised it $1 an acre.
if you have got a 100;acre lease, it would cost
you $100 more. And you are sitting here, telling
me, that the man who has got a hundred-acre oyster
lease, if he had to pay $100 or $200 a year more
for that lease, it would break him and put him out

of business. If his business is that marginal,

maybe he ought to find something else where he can
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make a good living.

MR. KASS: The proposal wasn't a doll#r
an acre inéreaée. They keep hollering $5 an acre.

THE CHAIRMAN: There has been no pro;
posal. Thié Coﬁmission is lihited to $§5. Any;
where from $1 to §5. Minimum is one; maximum ié
five. There has been no proposal of five dollars
an acre. That is the maximum this Commission could
go and that is what this Commission is trying to
ascertain now, as to how far it should go to pro-

tect the people in this state when they are leas-

ing their properties out. That land doesn't belong -~

to us., It doesn't belong to you. It belongs to
every citizen in the State of Louisiana and some
of them feel like they are getting gypped when you
get a chance to lease that acreage for $1 an acre.
That is what it boils down to. |

MR. KASS: You just brought out a real
good ﬁoint. Keep the lease for a dollar an acre.
What does sugar cane land go for?

THE CHAIRMAN: I imagiﬁe it goes for
$800 an acfe; $i;000 an acre. I don't know.

MR, KASS: I don't think it goes that
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high but remember one thing; We had that acre
leased, We are doing a servicg besides earning
a living. The more oysters grow in this siate;
the more fish, tﬁe more anything else-;?

THE CHAIRMAN: How are you doing a ser-
vice by leasiﬁg that? |

MR, KASS: We ére doing a service; we
are protecting that botﬁom. I am taiking about
the farmer, I am not talking about the guy that
just goes out there and fish a few sacks and gets
a few bucks and forgets about it., I am talking
about the farmer that plants shells, They get out
there and they have got to take care of that land
and make sure it is conserved right, because if
you want to match lands, I will take you to my
bedding grounds right next to the state reservation
and you can't find enough to cook off that state
reservation ﬁhen you want to check it. Come over
on my acreage. But it costs me momney. I thought
about having to buy an airplane now to protect it;

This is what I am saying is startiang to
hit us. But; remember this; too., We don't run

anybody off. The trawlers can make a living on

&
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that, the crabbers make a living on top of that
reef; and you ask a crab fisherman where he wants
to fish at; where he wants to put that crab trap
at. Ask that.sports fisherman where he wants to
fish,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Kass, it doesn't’
sound to me like }ou are going broke if you.can
afford an airplane to sﬁrvey your lease with,

MR. KASS: Mr., Berry, 1 am like you, I
don't do one tﬁing for a iiving; and if 1 have to
depend on the oyster business; yes; three years in
a row we went in the red. This will make the third|
one and next year I predict the same thing. And I
told you; I am not worried for myself.. It makes
no difference to mé; but it makes a difference to
some of these people that are uneducated; they
have nothing else, and they have 10 or 15 more
years on their lives., This is what I am concerned
about, If I was worried about myself; I would
say to heck with it, Do what you all want. Go.»
to $100, It wouldn't hurt me,

THE CHAIRMAN: We are concerned aﬁout

it. That is why we are taking this input today.
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That is what I said in the Beginping. You all are
looking for information., I am nét coming up here
to pick no bones, I just want to give some infor-
mation, what is happening. Believe ﬁe, I would
love to see this industry where it belongs. Vir-
ginia and Maryland combined cannot produce what we
can produce; and remember, that is jobs, that is
people.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this, Mr.
.Kass. You éaid "where it belongs." We have got
over 200,000 acrés of land leased out at $1 an
acre, 230;240;000 acfes. I think an}body will
agree anywhere in the world that that is cheap
leased acreage. 1I don't think we are charged with
working your leases or producing the oysters fdr
you. Where does the fault really lie? Does it

lie somewhat in the fishermen themsel&es or the
farmers or 1s it a combination of maybe their maﬂl
agement and a combination of the weather and the
elements of nature? I don't think you can address
that question and iay that blame on this Commis-
sion because it is Wildlife and Fisheries;

. MR, KASS: I wouldn't try:to because it
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is a compound problém.

THE CHAIRMAN: I will tell you it is a
compound pfoblem but it is hard for me to believe
that the State of Florida and the State of Virginia
an& the other areas that you mentioned can produce
oysters a lot cheaper and ship tﬁem those distances]
into this state and séil them two or three dollars
cheaper than we can here., We need to address the
problem and really look at it. That is a very

-serious problem. | |

MR, KASS: I guarantee you 1 cén produce
the documents if you want. It is no problem. One
of the men just left here who is idporting sﬁell
stock from Virginia,

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: You are in the business;
' Tell me wh&hthat is. 1Is it because other states
have subsidized them, the oyster industry?

MR, KASSE No; those states are not being
subsidized. They have working —

THE.CHAIRMAN: .Well; why? You tell me,
you are in the business; you tell ﬁe why we can't
produce an oyster in what I think is one of the

finest places in the world to produce them, why
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we can't produce them as cheap as those people can
and pay tolhaul them down here. Is it our manaée—
ment? 1Is that the problem? | )
| MR, KASS: You w#nt an answer, straight
answer? |
| THE CHAIRMAN: Yes; sir; 1 sure do.

MR. KASS: It is your management.

THE CHAIRMAN: But whose management?
You have got the land and-;-

MR, KASS: Wildlife and Fisheries I am
blaming now. | . | |

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to talk about it.
What do I héve ﬁo.do with it? .When.you lease 100
acres, this department is not supposed to go in
and mess with.it.

MR. KASS: We are not talking about those
acreage#. I wiil tell you why we are struggling on
ou? private acreagé. Because the thief does not
have the wild reef to do dredge on. The fishermen.
Remember that word I said. He doesn't have the
wild reefs. There is nothingkleft of the wild
reefs. So who is he going to pick on? If there

is no more money in the bank, where does the
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robber go? He is going out and find him someplace.

.THﬁ CHAIRMAN: Yoﬁ have got a éroblem of
thieves, thén. Tﬁat is your problem.

MR, KASS: Do we have.a problem! That
is why I boughf the plane for; to keép thém off.
But the problem of the state is pushing that froﬁ-
iem down on us. We are just the victims; We are
getting burnt,

THE CHAIRMAN: How do you think we are

~pushing it down on you? I don't understand that.

MR, KASS: Bf thé wild reefs being
depleted._ Youihave }our biologists. Ask the
biologists. Ask the fiéures about the wild reefs
being depleted. . These people have no place to
steal or illegally fish or whatever you want to
call it. So who are they coming to?

I will bring up the example.right now
because I'&ant it to come before the Commission
to ask that Hackberry Bay be closed, the seed
grouﬂd~réservation. The reasom is the heart of -
ﬁackberry is clean. .Thére is nothing left. The
firsf.day they had approximately 80 boats in

there. By the 30th day it was down to about six
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or eight boats, because it is depleted. But the
six or eight that hung around is still there. You
know what they are fishing on? My ground and five
other men that is in here, and we have got to keep
running them off,

THE CHAIRMAN: Why don't you caﬁch thém
and éharge them and proég;ute them?

MR. KASS: Have you ever seen an oyster
thief prosecuted? I don't want you to answer that.

- Check the records.

THE CHAIRMAN: How are we charged with
the responsibility? If you can't protect your
own self, how can we protect you?

MR, KASS: I am not charging you with
the responéibility. You asked me what was the
problem, I am telling you where the problem is
coming from. '

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, you said it was
our fault and we had pushed that down on you.

MR, KASS: Oh, now, wait a minute, If
we are going to get back to the wild reefs, yes,
it is the general fault of the State of Louisiana, |

if you want to put it on the Commission or whoever

® .
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it is. Shell plants are behind ten years. Fine,
gsure, a few fishermen got up and made a few trips
to Washington and found out we had some money.
Why’didﬁ't the Department do that?

THE CHAIRMAN: In essenée, you are say-
ing we aren't subsidizing your industry enough
with shell plants. .

MR. KASS: ©No, I don't think»—- no, that
is not subsidizing. That money is up there and
labelled.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, sir. When you have
to take money from somebody else, federal or
anybody else, somebody had to work for that money
and give it to any other industry, to proﬁote your
industry and make it work; that is a subsidy any
way you look at it,. |

MR, KASS: It i; not a subsidy. Coastal
Energy Impact Funds were created for the damages
thaf was done from mineral extraction in the State
of Louisiana and any other state, and I doﬁ't thinl
that is a subsidy program. That was damages done,
Had all of this been done 20 years ago when they

first came in, you wouldn't have had all these

ral
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damages.

THE CHAIRMAN: Of céurse, the federal
government set up the Coastal Energy Ihpact Fund.

We didn't set that up and it is not of our making.
| MR, KASS: But the money is there and
the money is duly ours. I don't care who has it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, to get back to it,
I am sure that Fiorida &idn't get a nickel before

‘we did and I am sure tha; Maryland didn't get it.
. MR, KASS: Florida didn't get any of that
money. It came out of the state treasury because
they seen an industry dying and they started going
back,

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, they subsidized the
industry out of the Florida state treasury then.

MR. KASS: Well, it is either that or
give them welfare and food stamps.

THE CHAIRMAN: What I am trying to do is
find out where our problem is and how to address
the problem,

MR, KASS: They got a working program
going.

THE CHAIRMAN: A working subsidy, you
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are saying.

MR. KASS: No, it ain't no working sub-
sidy. They have got a management program.

THE CHAIRMAN: When you take money out
of the stéte treasury to promote an industry,, jou
are subsidizing that industry. |

MR, KASS: All right, then --

THE CHAIRMAN: Wait, Mr. Kass. If we
need to do that, we need to address that problem.

MR, KASS: 0, K., then when ﬁhe industry
starts producing and paying taxes,»then they use
that to subsidize soﬁe other industry. 1Isn't it
a big circle? It is a big Gicious circle. i

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, I am ot trying
to put blame on anybody, I am not accusing anybody
of anything. What I am trying to do is find what
the facts are to see how we can address this prob-
lem.

MR, KASS: I will tell you, I think the
state is not taking full advantage of the produc;
tion that can be produced in the State of Louisi-

ana because there is no way to not take it. You

said it, our state is so capable of producing. It

Y
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is not only the oyster business, everythinglis
down. Every time you look at something, the shrimp
industry is not up like it should be, the crab
industry is havingvtheir problems.

‘THE CHAIRMAN: oOf courée, the shfimp
industry comes and goes. They had a good yea;
several years ago.

MR. KASS: That is a lucky point, too.

THE CHAIRMAN: From my friends in the'
shrimp industry, we have found out historically --
aﬁd 1 for one was a non-believer wheﬂ I first came
on the Commission, bﬁt.I know now beyond a shadow
of a doubt, when you have got good wafm water andﬁ
high salinity in the last part of Decembér and the
first part of January and February, you are going
to have plenty of shrimp whether you like it or
not. On the other hand, if you have got cold waten
in close to the shores and no salinity, if you are
going to have any shrimp, you are going to have to
take them in a box and put them out there because
they are damned sure not going to grow out there.

MR. KASS: It is just a little bit dif-

ferent with the oyster industry. If there is an

[
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industry that can be consistent, excluding storms,
let's face that -- but the shrimp industry is not
a consistent industry, It could be up for two or
three years, and this is the past pattern, and
down for a year or two, but here is an industry if
you would take the full potential would be constant
employment. |

When you talk about subsidies, when you
talk about welfare, you are looking at a man that
hates it all. I would love to see Washingtoniburn
down and have to start over and get rid of some of
thése giveaway programs, -

THE CHAIRMAN: I will give you the.matchqs.

MR. KASS: Well, you are looking at a man
that always did fight it; I have been working all
my life, there is no givéaways.

THE_CHAIRMAN: I am not sitting here,
trying to be facefious or critical about this sub-
sidy business. I -am trying to find .out what we
need to do to get our industry back healthy again.

MR; KASS: I think it needs a serious --

THE CHAIRMAN:. I am embarrassed as a

Commission member to have the other states produce
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more and better and cheaper oysters than we can
produce in Louisiana.

MR, KASS: They aré doing 1it,

THE CHAIRMAN: And I am tryiné to find
out what our problem is, If they are subsidizing

. them to do it, that is what I want to know,

FROM THE FLOOR: Why don't you come and
sit doﬁn with a few fishermen and they will tell
you the problem,

THE CHAIRMAN: I can sit down with ten
fishermen and I can get ten different opinions,
and all of them in cénflict.

Would you come up to the podium, please,

sir., I am sorry, Mr. Matt. You are going to have

to come to the podium to be heard.

MR, MATT FARAC: The reason why they are

cheaper than us and can outsell us, they don't
have to plant seeds like we do. You take every
one of our boats, when we plant seeds for about
two months, you can figure that is about $20,000
in the red. That is the chance we are taking
until them oysters survive, if they survive. 1If

they survive, we do good., If they don't, we are
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out, But in Virginia, Florida, they are there.
You pick it and you have got hair on your head.
They just go get them. They are there for the
taking and there is where they can produce the
cheap oyster. They don't have to bed it, just
take it,

THE CHAIRMAN: -Are we overfishing our
oyster grounds? Is that why we don't ﬁave them
there like they have got them?

MR, FARAC: I wouldn't say we are over-
fishing them. We just don't have the seed that
is growing. Something is killing the spawn and
I don't know what is causing it but it is not over-
fished when you don't have any-oyscérs. You are
out. They are not overfished; they didn't grow.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: The problem, number
one, is that either natural or unnatural conditions
are killing the spéwn.

MR. FARAC: .Something,is killing the
spawn, It does not kill the big oyster but it
kills the spawn before it catches,

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Nobody knows what?

MR, FARAC: Well, I think that is why we
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have biologists and that is to find out why.

-SECRETARY ANGELLE: And they don't know
why.

MR, FARAC: No, they don't., They got
ideas but they don't know why; That is how  come
they can produce the cheap oysters. ft don't cost
them to rebed them, carry them from one side of
the river to the other side. It costs us, say,
to bed 20 or 25 loads, it costs us about $15,000
or $20,000, and then we take a chance on that
oyster. We have got to wait for it till it gets
the size to grow and everything else.

MR, RIGGS: Do they catch their oysters
in the same manner that you all do?

MR. FARAC: What's that?

MR. RIGGS: Do they take their oysters
in the same manner that you all do? |

MR. FARAC: Who's that, Maryland and
Virginia? . | |

| MR, RIGGS: Those other states,
MR. FARAC: No,
MR..RIGGS: Do they harvest theﬁ the

same way you do?
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MR. FARAC: No, no, they are there for
the taking. They just go =--

MR, RIGGS: ©No, I mean do they dredge
them in the same manner that you do? Do they take
.them or gather them in the same manner?

MR, FARAC: No, no. .

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Theif cost of ope£a~
tion is less than yours?

MR, FARAC: Yes, a lot less, because
everything is free. All they have got to worry

about is a little loaf of bread and a little sand-

wich and fuel for the boat and they go and get the|

free stuff.

MR, RIGGS: The reason I asked that ques+

tion is, in myvmind; if you dfedge the oysters you
take everything. 1In other words, you don't leave
any seed. If you ﬁand tong them and cull them
over the beds, which they do in Calcasieu Lake
at home, you perpetuate the oyster bed at no cost.
You can perpetuate it forever.

MR, FARAC: You see, s8ir, if I put you
on that boat with me, you would take reef and

'everything because you don't know how to fish

[
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oysters, or maybe you do; but I am going to throw
that dredge overboard and 1 am going to dredge all
clean oysters, very few shells, no gravel at all,
because I am going té shorten that dredge. I am
fishing oysters. Then when they get too shelly,

I don't fish them at all, I pick them out, so I
don't haul no shell and gravel. I haul oysters.
You have got to know how to shorten that dredge
and slack it as it is needed to catch the oysters.
You know that, Burt,

SECRETARY ANGELLE: But we have estab-
lished the fact that the reason these people from
other states can send oysters to Louisiana tﬁo and
three and four dollars a gallon cheaper than we
can Is because of that cost in that method of
operation, |

| MR, KASS: No, sir, not completely,

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Well, you all tell
me that and.w—

MR, KASS: ©No, it's not. They have a
product to start with, They have a product to

start with, It would be the same way if you took

American Bay, and that is the only bedding ground
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that is open to the state, and you sent a thousand
trawlers --

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Well, you had a
product at one time,

- MR. KASS: What happened to that?

SECRETARY ANGELLE: You people are the
ones who --

MR, RKASS: No, sir, you afe looking at a
man never bedded off the wild reef. I have sur-
vived completely -

SECRETARY ANGELLE: We are not saying --

MR. KASS: I will tell you what happened
fo the reefs. Do you want to pﬁt everything oﬁt
in the light? |

THE CHAIRMAN: You are damned right,

MR. KASS: You.are damne& right. And
when they are sacking, seed oysters got sold in
this state and went to Virginia and got planted
and those same oysters are destroying us right
now, Now, you want to know the facts, you ask the
gentlemen in here.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Who did this?

MR. KASS: Who did this? Everybody.
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They didn't give a damn;

SECRETARY ANGELLE: I don't think these

Commission members did chét, but who did it?
| MR, RASS: The fishermen, not the farmeri.
The fishermen.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: I don't think the

éugar farmer did it.
| MR, KASS: The fishermen. You heard
what I said, I told you, the fishermen.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Which ones? Which
ones? |

\

MR, KASS: The fishermen, the oﬁes that
have no leases.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: What kind of fishermer?

'MR. KASS: The oyster fishermen, not the
_oyster farmer. Let's not confuse the people now.
This is no joke.

FROM THE FLOOR: Man, they got trawl
boats and stuff and fhrowveverything on there and
just go after them,

MR, KASS: This 1is no joke.

THE CHAIRMAN: You are saying it is the

. oyster fishermen that decimated your oyster crop.
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~MR. KASS: Guys that had no future,
coﬁld care less, Mr; Berry. You know yourself, if
it is free, weﬂtake it, get what we can today, and
to hell with it., But what we grow on our bedding
grounds costs money to produce, so we protect {it,
You know who got a lot of it? You want to put the
blame? Mississippi boats. You had about 65
factory boats working in there day and night,.
Where was the Conservation? We get out thére and
put a dredge in the water at night and we go to
jail. Put the blame. But this is in the past,
though., We are not worried about the past. You
all want facts, and the féct I am telling.you is
the oysterman is dyiag.

THE CHAIRMAN: I doa't beiieve they can
-Operate 65 boats out there at night or any other
time illegally without somebody in our enforcement
department catcﬁiﬁg them.

. MR, KASS: Mr. Berry, they had boats
operating in the hundreds of count in this state
without being touched. |

THE CHAIRMAN: QOW many years ago has

.tﬁat been?

Y :
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MR. KASS: Up till about three years ago
I am not worried about the past, I am telling
you, you asked what happened. We had the biggest
crop in the world out there, When waé it? '75,
after the '73 séillway, '75. How much conserva-
tion was enforced? That is water under the bridge
but how much was enforced?

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, Mr. Kass|;
I still don't~thi$k this Department, this enforce-
ment department, has allowed that much illegal
fishing of oysters.

MR, KASS: Which department did you say?]

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't believe our
enforcement department has let hundreds of boats
up unﬁil three years ago fish illegally in these
oyster grounds.. I know this, I know that I fly a
great deal acrosé this coast, I watch variogs and
sundry things and I find something that is wfong.
I think Mr., Steele can téll you, it wasn't too
long ago he made an arrest here?in Lake Pontchar-
train because I spotted him as I left the airport
and took off, I called him, I think, Tommy, you

- were involved in that.
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MR, KASS: When you speak of enforcement,
are you talking about the oyster enforcement divi-
sion? : -

THE CHAIRMAN: I am talking about the
enforcement division of the Wildlife and Fisheries.

| MR, KASS: Because I know up to a short

time ago, the enforcement division didn't care to
touch any oyster law because they never knew what
was on the books.  I got a Senator out of bed at
three o'clock in the morming. He didn't like it,
but we got some enforcement down thére. And then
when they got the three of them down there, he
said, "Look, I know anything about deer, about
duck, Sut I don't know nothing about these oysters,

You asked the problem, and f am not try-
ing to say that maybe we shouldn't havé a raige,
but I don't know if it ought to come on just a
certain selected few. I think it ought to coﬁe
industry-wide. I cam £fill this room --

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this. This
Commission has no authority to tax the industry,
industry-wide, you are talking about. That is a

legislative matter.- This Commission only has the

[ 3
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authority to look at and either leave it as is or
raise the per;acre lease., That is the only route
we have in this Commission. Any other facts you
might want to get involved with in regard to tax-
ing the industry, you need to take up witp:ngr
representative and let him go forth. |
| MR, KASS: Maybe the Commission needs to

sit down with the legislature, too, when you start
hollering you need money and show them where they
.could get some of this money, buﬁ I d;ﬁ't feel that
a select few should be taxed for the ﬁhole industry

THE CHAIRMAN: My friend, it is not a
select few. It is the people who have those 247,0(
acres under lease for a dollar an acre.

MR, KASS: You bring up about the dollar
an acre being aroun&_forfso long; |

THE CHAIRMAN: It has sincé 1904,

MR, KASS: Well, I wasn't around here
then, I don't know, but in 194d-somgthing or 1950?
something,'we will get it up a little closer, a
man all he needed was 40 or 50 or 60 acres out in
Grand Lake or Full Bayou, a place that can't éro-

duce oysters no more, because he could go on the

p
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state leases and load that boat with seed oysters
every day of the week he wanted.

THE CHAIRMAN: :But that is different now
that so much acreage has been leased up by so many
people. There aren't many areas left that yoﬁ can
go get seed oysters off because they are?ﬂlls;mé:
body's leases.

MR, KASS: No, sir, that's wrong. No,
sir, that's wrong*and I will tell you why. 'Most
of youfsee&;producing areas that individuals have
is west of the Mississippi. Nobody wants to have
anything to do with éhat'land. fhey didn't need
it. They just went right out on the east side and
got all they wanted. But you produced a better -
oyster if you kept it in Full Bayou or Grand Lake
or something like that for a lbng time; You came
out down the road. You took the gamble but you
came out. |

So, all he did was leased it, bottoms
as clean as this table but hard as a rock. He
took those oysters and planted them and sat on
them, run the drumfish off, run the snails off;

Then he got his profit out of them.
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Through the years the seed grounds have
depleted so bad and not all the time I am going to
put the fault on the Commission or put the fault on
the Wildlife and Fisheries or the State, because
the étorms destroyed it, but it has depleted, so
if you want to staywin"tﬁe oyster business, you
became an oyster farmer, and }ou did 1ike the
farmer. You got out and you skull-dragged and you
planted, you put shells, everywhere you could save
shells; you_saved them. I see boats coming up
channels now dumping the shells that come off the
wild reefs in the channels. That is not a farmer,.
That man knows how vaiuable those shells are be-
cause he has got to save them three days on a boat
to bring them back and put them on his bedding
ground, He will find a place to put them but he
is not going to waste them., This is.what happened.
Now you have got to grow your own seed oysters.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If we had used conserva-
tion measure 15 years ago, it would be the same
way today.

MR, KASS: You are right there. Let me

-just close and say, I think if you all want-infor-
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mation, I think there is a lot of information
availablé. Normally public hearings are a neces-
sity.but I think you can get more information if
you have got a few minutes, stop on an oyster
boat when you are flying by and sit down and talk
to the man heart to heart, and I think he will
give you an honest opinion . and he is not afraid
of being ridiculed; because he is going to give
his honest opinion.

Everybody doesn't see eye to eye. I am
sure you all don't see eye to eye on this Commis;
sion, otherwise we would only need one member,.
But there is a lot of honest facts out there.

Let me say this much, this industry is hurting.

I would say production in this state is going to
be from 60 to 80 percent off this year. It could
be that high next year. And I think in your heartsg
you have to look down and say, well, maybe we can
wait another year, but maybe, something more impprQ
tant thén raises, is get some working programs in
this state., That is only done through cooperatiQn
with the farmers and with the Commission and every+

body higher., As far as the animosity, the fighting,
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it is not going to be nothing.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Could you give me a
list of these working programs you are talking
about, provide them to me?

MR. KASS: No pfoblem.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anyone else wish to
be heard? Leopold, make it short; I am getting
tired of listening!
| (Laughter)

MR. TALIANCICH: I know that, Mr., Berry.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am like you, I amkgettin
hungry. I thought you would realize it is one
o'clock.

MR, TALIANCICH: Mr. Berry, this whqle
thing of seed oysters, no seed oysters, started 20
yéars ago, when the ecology - we all know that
has ﬁeen changing out there, the salt water intru;
sion come up on the east side of the river. At
one time on the east side of the river we had
enough oyster-produQing areas and the oysters was
thick enough that we could probably have substan;
tiated every state of the Union with seed oyéters,

but they have all had their problems and we have
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our problems, and things have been getting worse
and wofse.

Twenty years ago I didn't have but ~- me
and my brothers together, we didn't‘have but 325
acres. Then when the oysters started looking bad,
you know, Mr, McConnell said the state can't pro;
duce seed oysters, you are going to have to pro-
duce your own, so we stafted producing our own,
Taking land and bedding our shells, buying shells,
hauling shells by the boat-load and everything
else,

I am held back because I don't have seed |
oysters but I am not hurt the way it is going to
put me out of business because of the work I have
put into it. That is my resentment now, that some
people didn't put the work into it and they got
animosities and they want to take it away and give
it to the have;nots. Some guys just come into the
business, they look at you with thei# tongue hang-
ing out, and sure they are going to talk behind
your back, but they don't have the guts to come
up ané say it, because they know they got dirty

linen up in their closet and that dirty linen is
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—going to get out.

We were just asked about Maryland. Well,
I read all the trade magazines about Florida and
Maryland and the whole bunch of them, and theyv
have got their problems. You see; 20 ye#rs ago
when.we first bedded shells; we'got them forjIS
cents a yard from one of the companies because
they wanted to dig some reefs that didn't produce
no more; so that is where the shell program
started every now and then. 'So; Marylénd and all
got interested in it so McConnell had to go up
there and convince tﬁe people up there to let the
shell companies - not the Wildlife and Fisheries.
people but the fishermen - to leave the shell
companies dig these reefs that was under the mud
and that and pay a severance tax and use that

severance tax to bed shells,.

Well, Maryland was down to nothing,
Virginia was the big producef at that time, So
they started building their business up, up, up.
Now they are all going up there. They have been
bedding 200,000 sacks a year out of the polluted

areas into their clean areas plus the shell
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planting, and it has been costing them $2 a sack
to bed these oysters and they get back 35 percent, |
so they have got the same argument you have goe.
Who is going to pay that difference?

We all got eur problems; end I don't see
where getting a few dollars more out of the éeople
who_have got the leases thatAis keeping the busi-
ness going, that is the backbone of the business,
whether this is going to help the problem or not.
How much do you get off a man with his cattle up
on the reservations? Probably nothing, because
most of the time thet is political patronage, and
a doggone good steer is worth a thousand dollars
today. |

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't believe there is
any cattle on Commission property anywhere today,
has not been since the flood of '73. There was
some cettle put on Commission property to keep
them from drowning in low-lying areas. Not since
1973. | |

MR.ATALIANCICH: Well; I know there used
to be; There used to be a lot of them.

THE CHAIRMAN: That has been cleaned up

v
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seven or eight years ago.

MR. TALIANCICH: Yeah, maybe so, but I
still see the pens on Marsh Island and best I know
they are still down there at Pass a Loutre, I
haven't been down thefe in years. o

THE CHAIRMAN: That is federal.reféges,
not state. |

MR, TALIANCICH: Like I say, the truth
always out on énything. The man that don't tell
the truth, sooner or later he runs inté humbug.,
bne of the things we find out today; it is just
man's bitte:ness. Wéll,;that is not the kind of
stuff to make decisions on, bitterness.

THE CHAIRMAN: On whose part?

MR. TALTANCICH: Well, a man got up here
about he lost his bedding.ground énd all that and
raise it to $5 because they took his bedding ground
and all that.

'THE CHAIRMAN: Weil, he is not the only
man in the industry who is recommending it.

MR, TALIANCICH: Oh, I know that, Therels
a lot of take it away from the have-got and give

it to the have-not. That is always., Even in your

38 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



168

business there is people, and those people that

would havg you take it away from one and give it
to them, what do they do; clean it up and then --
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr., Leopold, we are not
suggesting taking anything away from anybody. We
are merely trying to ascertain what is a reason-
able increase in the écreage lease that you pos;
sess and other people possess who fish oysters.
We are mandatéd to administer this state property
Just exactly like I do my business. We are m#n-
dated by the legislature to look into these things
and'to hold hearings on them and to address the
problems and t§ administer this program like any
other good businessman would do. That is what we
are charged with, That is the responsibility and
as long as I am on the Commission I will be forced
to do that, When I caﬁ't do that, then I will
resign and go home, I am sure some §f you would
like me - to do that and I would damned well like
to do it, I get $25 a day for coming,d&wn here,
I am well paid for this. (Laughter) I am serious,
I get $25 a day for coming down to these meetings

~and the other members do, too, and we take a lot
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of guff and a lot of criticism‘and; contrary to
some beliefs, we ffy to do Qhat‘we think is best
for the most people in this state. We cannot
pieasé every special interest group;  We h#ve to
try to take all thé input we can get and look at
the broad pictgre and do what we think is best for
the people in this state and the future of this
state and the future of the industries in this
state, Tha; is what we try to do, contrary to
popular belief. | |
| MR, TALIANCICH: 1If income tax-wasn't
such a,taboo; ﬁobody likes to divulge their income
tax to their competitors, I would tell you one
thing. All you}have‘to do is look at the income
tax return . and you would know whether you would be
jugtified or mnot.
| THE CHAIRMAN: .But; Leopold, do you pay
income tax.on every sack.you sell to somebody down
the étreet?
MR, TALIANCICH: Yes, sir, I deal with
one man, |
- THE CHAIRMAN: What did you say a while

.ago about a man who lies, it will come back to

° .
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haunt him? :
| | (Laughter)

MR, TALIANéiCH: Noé; whoa; wait; I will

give some awayf I give a lot of sacks_away!
| THE CHAIRMAN: 'Let's don't get inﬁo that!

Let's don'f-geg.iﬁto that!

Ladies and gentiemen; the Chairman is
going to set the date of the November meeting.
The November meeting will be set on the 19th and
20th and the December meeting is set for the 17th
and 18th, We don't normally set it that far ahead
but it is the holiday season and we thought we
would look at it, The 19th and 20th of November
and the 17th and 18th of December,

Yes, sir. |

MR, KASS: Mr. Chairman and Board, my
purpose here today was to ask that Hackberry Bay
be closed. i gave-you the reason a little while
earlier., You asked for some problems. This is‘the
problem., This place is aepleted. I don't want you
to go on my thoughts. Ask the biologists.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Schafer, will you take

- the podium, please. I would like to hear from you

® ' ' :
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for a little while., About five minutes and that's
all! |

MR. SCHAFER: Yes, sir.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Have we closed
Hackberry Bay? |

MR. SCHAFER: Hackberry is not closed,
no, |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Do you recommend we
élose Hackberry Bay? |

MR. SCHAFER: It could be closed. - There
is a few oysters in there, there is a few people
still there, but I think for the most part it
could be closed. ’

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Are you recommending
that, Hargy?

MR, SCHAFER: I would recommend it be
closed.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Should we take action
today on it? Can we take action toda}?

TﬁEVCHAIRMAN: I don't belieQe we can.
It is not'oh the agenda.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: We can take emer-

. gency action to close an area because of over-

[ 11
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fishing or whatever.

MR. SCHAFER: Yes; I think when you
Qpened.it, you géve the authority to Mr; Angelle
to open it, close it;‘based on biological reasons,
so it can be closed;

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Biological informa;
tion and we will issue the proper news reléase.
Do we need a motion or anything like that?

| MR. FARAC: Question. What about ﬁelle
Pass and that area over there? How do you feel
that area is? |

MR; SCHAFER: You are talking about the
stuff that the Health Department has closed?

MR, FARAC: WNo, east of the river.

- MR, SCHAFER: East ofjthe river?

MR. FARAC: What fou all opened up for
the fishermen to fish this year. The most, the
top boat, I believe'was about 20 sacks, 15 or 20
sacks.

THE CHAIRMAN: If you are going to talk,
come to the podium so we can hear you,

MR, SCHAFER: I don't have any recommenda-

-tions from the field people. We had asked the
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Bayou Lamoque structure be closed so that there
could be a possibility of opening some extra area
down there whére we did find some oysters and so
that these oysters could be put on the market for
the Thanksgiving holiday; so they would have some
oysters, We have not heard from the Health Déparﬁ-
ment whether they have‘run their saméles or not
and I don't know the disposition of that reduest
righc:now.

THE CHAIRMAN: ' Harry; would you yield?

MR, FARAC: I am not asking about the
grounds that the»Heaith Department had closed and
everything. I am asking about what the state
opened up for us to work this year. Have your
biologists made any tests or anything out there to
see if they are depleted or what? Any time a man
gets out there and make§ 15 or 20 sacks a day, I
figure they are kind of depleted. What you think?

MR, SCHAFER: Well, that is kind of low
for a day's work, going out there, hustling those
seeds; but I have not heard from my field biolo;
gist about a recommendation to close ﬁhis thing

so I don't know, Again, you gave Mr. Angelle the

@
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authority to close it; I can contact him today
and if it is necessary; if they recommend it, I
w}ll recommend it to Mr. Angelle and we can get it
closed. .

MR, FARRELLY: I would like to suggest
we review all the grounds thét were opened;.with
your Siologists, and then get back with Mr.
Angelle. He has the authority to close everything
but it looks like a review for everything is in
order, not just certain areas.

MR. FARAC: Well, you see, Bayou
LaBatte (7) shouldn't even have been opened up,
fhey had élenfy*of spat, seed on the shells,'that
they did open up for fishermen to work.

MR, SCHAFER: We closed the area that we
found the most spat in. They did have some spat
down.in that area down there but we felt that some
of the area had to be opened for some of the fish;
ermen to get some seed.

MR, FARAC: The Conservation job, the
understanding that I had, was supposed to produce
seed, not to produce sack oysters. There ain't a

. damned boat out there fishing seed, They are
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fishing sack oysters off the state grounds. 1In
other words, the oysters with the spat and every-
thing should have never been opened, left growing
until they was a nice size that the fishermen
could have picked up and planted on the grounds,
but instead you all opened it up for the fishermen
to make sack oysters off it. That is not the job
of the Wildlife and Fisheries. You are suppoéed
to produce seed. .

MR, SCHAFER: When the season'wés opened
there was no spat out there because they hadn't had
a spat fall at that time. The spat fall came after|
'that time, after the season opened.

MR, FARAC: The biologiét was out there
with a bunch‘of fishermen., There was a sign of |
spat then and right after you opened the season
there was twice as much showed up then.

MR, SCHAFER: We had those shell plants
out there. We checked the shell plants. This is
the whole area out there where you are talking
about seed being available. When the shell plants
were being planted; the last shell plant we were

planting, as we finished one part of it and moved
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over to thé next part, that first part of it
already had a catch; so if everything goes right,
we should have some seed for next year. )

THE CHAIRMAN: Harry, it looks like to me
that maybe they aré overfishing these areas and you
might go back to what you did in Calcasieu Parish.
Mr. Riggs, listen to me; please. Did you not all
in Calcasieu Lake for the last 20 years have only
tonging, no dredging? -

MR. RIGGS: Tonging only.

THE CHAIRMAN: And what has been the
effect of that? }

MR, ﬁIGGS:. They can't take an oyster
smaller than three inches and they have to cull
over the oyster beds, and it has been more or less
éerpetuated. They don't have ény problems with it.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: The result of that
is that a lot of peOplé in the Terrebonne area
have contacted and asked us that that area be
opened for dredging and not only for tonging
because there are a lot of oysters.,

MR,  RIGGS: Well; if you start dredging

there, then you would wind up with the same problens

Egg:’ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



177

as these gentlemen; no oysters,

MR, FARAC: No, sir. It would be the
same thing that the fishermen would take their
oysters and cull them and put them in a sack.

That is what you all are doing with tonging; it
would be the same thing. But Qe have no enfo;ce;
ment; checking the sacks. A man does not have to
check in the field 100 boats; maybe 200 boats. One
man can cover the three docks in one evening within
an hour's time, but you don't -

THE CHAIRMAN: As soon as he started

coming over¥to the dock, they would go in somewhere|

else, though.
MR, FARAC: There is only three places
they can unload oysters unless you are going to.

Mississippi with your load. You unload at Point

a la Hache or Empire or Port Sulphur or Delacroix -

five places and two men can patrol the whole coast-
line where we unload oysters, instead of‘giving

ten boats for them to go make fishing trips on,.
That is the way I look at it, Maybe I am wrong.

I ain't seen nobody fishing.

THE CHAIRMAN: Harry, is that what you
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all do, use those boats to fish on? 1Is that the
purpose of them? |
MR, SCHAFER: Well;'I have never been

fishing on thém; so I can't speak for anybody else|

. MR, FARAC: That is the attitude most of
the fishermen got and that is w@ét Ithave, you
know; Really you don't need all the men out there
in the field checking boats and this and that.
All you need is two men and two vehicles and you
can check the whole thing. Who has got under-
sized oysters? Bring them back and put them on
the seed grounds., Don't worry about a $25-$50
fine, Fine the man $1,000 fine.

.~ MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, about that
fishing statement, I do want to emphasize again
that at one time this was a fact, there were
people using those boats, but since Mr., Angelle
has been in there, you can go check, a monthly
and our people, we turn in a log monthly to Mr.
Angelle. They are a public record. You can go
in tﬁere and check them and see about fishing

'trips.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Could somebody in enforce-
ment commeﬁf abouﬁ thié thing; about two or thfee
people doing the job of checking the#e oysters?

I would like for somebody in enforcement to commenﬁ.

MR, SCHAFER: Well, I think most of thesd
people were here at a meeting with Mr., Angelle.
He is in the process of setting up a special oystef
enforcement with some of the regular enforcement
people and'he met with them and made that conces-
sion to thém, that they will have a special force
to take care of all this problem that they are
talking about now. This was brought out and every-
body agreed that that was the thing to do. That
is why they came in here especially. They said
that was their biggest problem; that that was the
thing, that once that was solved; everything would
be taken care of, Mr. Angelle made the concession
and got the thing started, so that should not be
a problem any more. |

MR, FARRELLY: Can I ask a Question?

What you suggest makes sense; you know; as far

as going to the docking places to check them out.

But would this force the outlaws, like you say, to
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go tb Mississippi? Could Mississiﬁpi check them
or what? | |
| (M;ny inaudible simultaneous
éomments from the floor.) = o
MR. RIGGS:. M;. Chairman; I move we?
adjourn. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen; this meeting

stands adjourned for today.

(Whereupon, at 1:05 o'clock
p.m., Tuesday, October 30,
1979, the meeting was

adjourned.)

Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter,
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APPENDIX A . .
Louisgiana Wild-
life and Fisher-

Title: AN EXPERIMENTAL DEER HARVEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ies Board Meetir
of O¢tober 30,
1979.

Obiective:

To investigate a deer harvest program designed to improve and maintain

quality in deer herds.

Justification:

Over the past years we have become aware of the fact that mény hunting
cluS lands and ofher privately owned lands have become seriously overpopulated
with deer., This has resulted in declines in quality of the animals and the
range that they occupy, as evidenced by declining body weights and antler
development, generally unacceptably high internal parasite loads, and increasing
crop depredation on surrounding lands,

Past and present deer hunting regulations have generally allowed a short
either-sex hunting season of 1-5 days in an gffort to fit either-s;x deer
hunting into the overall hunting regulation§ on a state-wide basis., These
regulations have not been flexible enough to allow proper management of deer
herds on an individual basis. '

Many clubs an& other private landowﬁers have indicated a desire for a
change in either-sex deer hunting regulations that would allow selective
harvest of antlerless deer over an extended period of time. This attitude
‘has been prompted by high non-selective opening day kills during either-sex
seésons, which are distasteful and objectionable to some club members, and
have resulted in the curtailment of harvest of antlerless deer on those areas.

This proposal is designed to investigate a system for facilitating broper

deer harvests on hdﬁting clubs and privately owned lands where use of the

system is requested.,



Procedure:

Beechgrove Plantation, an 8,000-acre area in East Feliciana Parish

has been selected as the initial area on which to conduct this experimental

program during the next four regular deer hunting seasons. Beechgrove was

selected because of small size, excellent control of ingress and egress, a

deer population that is approaching the peak, a history of deer hunting results

on the area and excellent cooperation by the landowner ' in previous and current

research projects by the Coop, Wildlife Research Unit., The landowner, Mr.

John W. Barton, has generously offered the use of Beechgrove for this experimental

program with full knowledge of all the requirements.

1.

2.

A special either-sex deer season will be established on Beechgrove
Plantation during the next 4 years. During the 1979-80 hunting season,
it will run for the entire length of the third segment of the pfesently
prescribed deer season for that area, Dec. 15 - Jan.‘l3. Similar
seasons will be established during Fhe remainder of the séudy. The

either-sex season will be limited to those lands included in the

legal description of Beechgrove Plantation ownership.

During this first special either-sex season 50 antlerless deer may

by taken. In future seasons this number may be adjusted as deemed
necessary. For this purpose, 50 non-reusable, self-locking, numbered
tags will be issued, Immediafely after each deer is killed, and
before removal from the site of the kill a tag will be securely
attached around one achilles tendon of eaﬁh animal. This tag must
remain with the carcass until it is completely dressed and quartered,

in order that its origin may be established and verified upon

" inspection by any wildlife enforcement agent.



3. Complete biological information will be obtained from each deer
taken during the special season, i.e., age, sex, weight, blood
sample, etc., and weights, ages and antler development will be ob-

tained on all bucks taken during the remainder of the season.

4., Indicators of deer herd condition such as parasite load and range
condition will continue to be monitored during the period of this

experimental program.

5. A reporf analyzing and evaluating biclogical information collected
and efficiency of the system will be prepared and submitted to the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 60 days after the close of the
season.

it is understodd that this is a pilot research project designed to

obtain information that will be useful in management of individual deer
herds, and in adapting this method of allocqting either-sex huntiAQ seasons

-

to application on other areas,

Responsible Agehcy:

The Louisiana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit will obtain necessary

biological information on all animals harvested and prepare the required
report. This research program will be conducted under the auspices of the
cooperative agreement between Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Louisiana State University, and Wildlife

Management Institute.
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New Orleéns; Lbuiéiana, thié 7th day'éf

December, 1979.»A 

athYyn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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